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NEP>XABHWU FNMH YKPAIHU
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Glorious spirit of Ukraine shines and lives forever.
Blessed by Fortune—brotherhood will stand up together.
Like the dew before the sun enemies will fade,

We will further rule and prosper in our promised land.

We will lay our soul and body for the cherished freedom.
Cossack blood will raise the nation of the joyous people.
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Passion and hard-working hand
Song of freedom, loud and clear, guide
Over mountains and steppes it flows, over age
Valorous Ukraine stands strong in a thriving world.

We will lay our soul and body for the cherished freedom.
Cossack blood will raise the nation of the joyous people.
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O Canada!
Our home and native land!
True patriot love in all of us command.

With glowing hearts we see theerrise,
The True North strong and free!

From far and wide,
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

God keep our land glorious and free!
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

O Canada!
Terre de nos aieux,
Ton front est ceint de fleurons glorieux!

Car ton bras sait porter l'épée,
Il sait porter la croix!

Ton histoire est une épopée
Des plus brillants exploits.

Et ta valeur, de foi trempée,
Protégera nos foyers et nos droits.
Protégera nos foyers et nos droits.

HeodiuiftHni nepeknap,
Unofficial translation

O KaHapo! KoxaHasa 3emna!
Min pigHui pim i ropgocTe mos!

3 Toboto Bpas Hawl ayx pocTe,
MoB kamiHb ToM, TBepaui!

Big NiBHOYI jOo MOpA xBUIIb
Hapogp TBit — cTopox TBin!

boxe, papym Bonto uir 3emni!
O, KaHapo, mu npucsiraem To0i!
O, KaHapo, mu npucsiraem Tobil
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Editor’s Note

When Russia invaded Ukraine this past spring, sadly, I wasn’t surprised.
It was brewing for years. In fact, the animosity goes back to ancient times.
However, despite my lack of surprise, I was still mortified and heart-
broken. Being a military historian, I studied the horrors of war. It makes
my stomach turn. So, since the onset of the war, I have been bouncing
between hope and despair—viewing the awful images on the news, while
listening to our priests and religious leaders offer messages of trust and
courage. [ know we are required to trust in God’s plan. But then I see the
total destruction of cities and the people within, as well as what happened
in Bucha and other villages. I am horrified, furious, and it makes me want
to weep—especially with all the war crimes taking place. How do we make
sense of all this? How can Christ expect us pray for Putin, his officials,
and the soldiers when they do what they do, especially to innocents? But
then I read the words of Venerable Fulton Sheen and he has a point:

“Unless souls are saved, nothing is saved. There can be no world peace
unless there is ‘soul’ peace. World Wars are only projections of the conflicts
waged inside the souls of men and women, for nothing happens in the external
world that has not first happened within a soul.”

I supposelunderstand. In fact, itis the bottom line. If we want the world
to change, then we need to pray for the conversion of souls. We should also
be praying for the continual conversion of our own. This means we should
be praying a lot! Although we had to change Nasha Doroha’s upcoming
issues on the fly, we tried to provide things to strengthen our heart and
spirit. There are various articles to help manage our spirits and emotions,
prayers which are known to avail much, as well as poems to inspire. Read-
ers will have a look into why the Consecration of Ukraine and Russia to
the Immaculate Heart of Mary is a pivotal move. And we will learn more
about Pokrova and how we are all safe under her protective mantle.

As well, the Ukrainian community within Canada has been busy at
work and our UCWLC, clergy, and Nasha Doroha subscribers have been
active! Everyone has been pulling in the same direction. Canadians have
worked together to help the war effort in various ways, and welcome refu-
gees. This is a breath of fresh air after our nation experienced strong div-
isiveness earlier this spring and throughout the pandemic.

You will notice that some of these articles were written and submit-
ted in the spring and it is no longer spring. Originally, we had a combined
Nasha Doroha issue with a section on the war in Ukraine. But there was such
a huge response for submissions that we decided to create a special issue on
the war in Ukraine. So when you read the articles, please keep in mind when
they were written, and for many submitters, the war weighs heavy on their
hearts and their emotions run deep. They are sharing their innermost feel-
ings. Some of the submissions or news may be dated as well, but the informa-
tion is still valuable and gives us something to contemplate and pray on.

Keep praying for Ukraine, Ukrainian people, and for the conversion of
souls—especially the biggest of sinners. Through it all, may we remember:

Glory to God! Crasa Bozy!
Slava Ukraini! Craea YKpaini!
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Bin KpartoBoi lonosm ¢ From the National President

08 b6epesns 2022p.

“LlepkBa, ik MicTuune Tino
XpucToBe, € 32 CBOEIO NPUPOAOID
“TaemMHuMUA eqHoCTI”, 00 AKOI
NokJIMKaHe Bce NIoACTBO .

— MNatpiapx CBaTocnas

Mactupebkmim Jlnet CuHopy €nmcko-
niB YkpaiHcbkoi [peko-KaTonuubkoi
Llepksu, 10 BepecHsi 2019 p.

Jlira YkpaiHcbkmx Katonmubkux >KiHok KaHagu

Nira Katonmubkmnx XXiHok Kanagu

BcecsiTHiM Cotoz XKiHounx KaTtonmupbkux OpraHisadin

CsiToBa depepauisa YkpaiHcbkmx XKiHOUMX
OpraHizauin

Caasa Icycy Xpucmy!

MOJTIITbCA 3A MNP
MigTpumainTe YKpaiHy
HonomoxiTb YkpaiHi Tenep
€nHanmocsa 3 YKpaiHoto

Hopori Cectpu y Xpucri!

TaeMHMIIA €OHOCTI, 0O KOl MOKJIMKaHe JIIOJI-
CTBO CbOTOJHI, )XMBe TYT i 3apas. [lok/IVKaHe Tax,
K HIXTO He O4iKyBaB, UM MOXe 3po3yMitu. Jlira
Ykpaincekux Katonuupkux JKiHok Kanapmu pa-
30M 3 yciMa BaMHU, €HA€ETHCS 3 >XIHKaMU Ta Hapo-
JaMU CBITy B MOJIMTBI 1 CONiTapHOCTI 3 HApOIOM
YKpaiHu.

UYepes LIKBaJ ITOBiIOMJIEHDb 10 HAIXOOUB [0
HaIllMX OOUipHIX opraxisamiit Mmm Oynu 3aiiHsTI,
PO3IIOBCIOKYIOUN iHPOpMallifo Ta OHOBJIEHHS B
Mipy IX oTpuMaHHA. Bip iMmeHi Jlirn YkpalHCBKUX
Karonuupkux JKinok Kanagu s xouy mopskyBa-
TH BCiM 3a MOJIMTBHU Ta JIUCTU B IKUX BU BUCJIOB-
moeTe 060B i comimapHicTe 3 Jliroro YkpaiH-
cpkux Katonmuupkux JKiHok Kanazny, Ta HapomoMm
Ykpainu. B oMy nucti g mintocs 3 Bamu iHdop-
Malli€lo, OHOBJIEHHAMM, 1 BebcaiiTaMy, AKi, 9K o
criofiBarocsi, JaLyTh BiIIOBiAL Ha 3alIUTAaHHS “SIK
s MOoXxy pmomomortu?”. Indopmaris, rymaHiTapHi
OHOBJIEHHS Ta IIpaBUJIA 3MIHIOIOTHCS IIOTOAUHMN.

B Mipy po3BUTKY BiliHM, MU ILIOOHS YYEMO II0-
cllaHHg Hamii, MoJauTBU 1 651arocjioBeHHsS Bif
Hamroro IlaTpiapxa CBsiTociaBa, Ta HENOXWTHI

March 8, 2022

“The Church, as a Mystical Body of
Christ, is by its very nature ‘a mystery

of unity’ to which all humankind is
called”

— Patriarch Sviatoslav

Pastoral Letter of the Synod of Bish-
ops of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic
Church, September 10, 2019

Ukrainian Catholic Women'’s League of Canada

Catholic Women'’s League of Canada

World Union of Catholic Women’s Organization

World Federation of Ukrainian Women'’s
Organizations

Glory Be to Jesus Christ!

#PRAYFORPEACE
#StandWithUkraine
#tHelpUkraineNow
#UniteWithUkraine

Dear Sisters in Christ!

This mystery of unity to which mankind has
been called today, live in the here and now. Called
in a way no one expected nor understands. The
Ukrainian Catholic Women’s League of Canada,
along with all of you, unite with women and all
peoples around the world in prayer and solidarity
with the people of Ukraine.

The barrage of communications through our
affiliate organizations has kept us busy, circulat-
ing information and updates as we receive them.
On behalf of the Ukrainian Catholic Women’s
League of Canada, I wish to thank you all for your
prayers and messages expressing your love and
solidarity with the Ukrainian Catholic Women's
League of Canada and the people of Ukraine. In
this letter I share with you information, updates,
and websites that I hope will answer the many
“how can I help?” questions. The information, hu-
manitarian updates, and policies are changing by
the hour.

As the war progresses, each day we hear a mes-
sage of hope, prayer, and blessings from our Patri-
arch Sviatoslav and steadfast courageous appeals
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My>XHi 3akiuku I[IpesuneHTa YkpaiHu 00 MixHa-
POIHOI CIIIJIBHOTU IIpo JomoMory. IlocnaHHs, ki
3abe3revyloTh B3aeMHe 3MIiITHEHHS €JHOCT] Yepes
3aTy4eHHs cum Ta Ail Cesaroro [yxa! Y Helonas-
HBOMY ITocJIaHHI [TaTpiapx CBATOC/IaB HaBYa€ Hac,
110 B 1Ieli Yac BeJIMKOI'O IIOCTY MU €AHAEMO CBOE
BHYTPIIIIHE AyXOBHe XUTT4 31 CBATUM [lyxoM i pa-
3oM € Tinom XpuctoBuM. ‘IlicT o3Hauae 37MaMaTu
BCe, 110 HAC po3/ijsie i BUTHATY AyXa 3713 .

from Ukraine’s President to the international com-
munity for help. Messages that provide a mutual
strengthening of unity and engagement through
the power and actions of the Holy Spirit! In a recent
message of Patriarch Sviatoslav, he teaches us that
during this time of the great fast, we unite our in-
ner spiritual life with the Holy Spirit and together
we are the Body of Christ. “Fasting means breaking
all that divides us and cast out the spirit of evil”.

NMNOBIAOMJIEHHA

27-un KoHrpec JTYK)XKK
BinOyneTbca B EJMOHTOHI
29 BepecHs-2 xoBTHA 2022 poky

S/
S
I

FEARNIAN CAT

NOTICE

27th UCWLC Congress
will be held in Edmonton
September 29-October 2, 2022

151 Hac, K 4JIeHiB )XiHOYMX OpraHisallii, mna-
padiit, rpoMaji, TepIIuM 3aKIJIMKOM IO IIii € MOJIUT-
Ba i micT 3a Hammux cectep i 6paTiB B YkpaiHi. I 3a-
KJIMKAIO Bac AiITH LIOHS, BOAHOYAC 3yIIMHATUCS
1 MonuTHCS 3a YKpaiHy — 3a aoacTeo! HeMae Hi-
yoro 6inbiroro 3a criry monuTsu. Lle Boxxa 36post!

Hama cycnoineHo-IoiTUYHaA Micisl 3aKJIMKae
Hac IPUCBATUTHU CBOI Aii TyMaHITapHIN AOIIOMO31
Ykpainu. YuciieHH] IPOIIO3uIIil ieJpol JOIIOMOTH
YKpalHLIAM, SIKi ITOCTPakJaJIy Bifj BIMHU B YKpalHi,
6ynu Bpakatounmu. llnaxu 36opy rymasitapHoi
IOOIIOMOTHU BiI MiclleBUX, HAl[iIOHAJILHUX Ta MDX-
HApOOHUWX OpraHisariii, ¢pisisMu TKUX MU €, pO3-
MillleHl Ha caWTax, IlepejliyeHUX HIDk4e. baraTto
>KiHOUYMX opraHisallin npocaTs cipusatu JIVKOKK y
1i mimTpumi BitickkoBux nmotpebd. JIYKIKK e 6aro-
IivtHOo opranisarriero i orpumani ($20+) rmoxxepT-
BU MOXkHa ntofgatu o KpartoBol Yrpasu JIYKIKK.

Byns nmacka, 6ympTe obepexxHi 3 “caiitamu mis
noxepTB”. [lepekoHaMTecs, 110 BOHU 3 IIepeBipe-
HUX opraHisarniiii. Binimaiite abo 3B'soxiThCs 3 Mic-
LeBoIo rapadiero, ermapxier ToOIIo, 11106 oTpuMaTH
rnopajy, Iie 1 Ik BM Ta Ballla Mepe)xa MOxXe [I0II0-
MOTTH B IUX HaMipax. Y OiJIBIIIOCTI I0pUCAUKITIM
BigbyBaloThbCs MOJIMTOBHI JIAHITIOTY, ITaKyBaHHS
TIOCUJIOK, MITHMHIM TOIIO. 3BEpHITHCS A0 YKpalH-
CHKOIi rpoMajiy y BallloMy perioHi, o6 orpuMaTu
IpaBIUBY iHPOpMaIllifo Ta CIIocobu, STK BU MOXeTe
IortoMorty 6ymyun BosoHTepoM. CBIT ImigTprMye
YkpaiHy. >

As members of our women'’s organizations, our
parishes, our communities, our first call to action
is prayer and fasting for our sisters and brothers
of Ukraine. I encourage you to act each day, at the
same time, stop and say a prayer for Ukraine—
for humankind! There is nothing greater than the
power of prayer. God’s weapons!

Our socio-political mission calls us to devote
our actions to the humanitarian aid efforts for
Ukraine. The many offers of generous assistance
to Ukrainians affected by the war in Ukraine has
been overwhelming. Humanitarian aid collection
avenues from local, national, and international
organizations, of which we are affiliates of, are lo-
cated via the sites listed below. Many women’s or-
ganizations are requesting to support the UCWLC
in their support of the war efforts. The UCWLC
National is a charitable organization and receipt-
ed ($20+) donations can be made to the UCWLC
National executive.

On this, please be wary of “sites to donate.” En-
sure they are from trusted established organiza-
tions. Visit or contact your local parish, eparchy,
diocese, etc. to confirm and advise where and how
you and your network can assist in these efforts.
Prayer chains, parcel packing, rallies, etc. are hap-
pening in most jurisdictions around the world.
Check with the Ukrainian community in your area
for true information and ways you can help as a
volunteer. The world stands with Ukraine. >
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I'ymaHiTapHa kpu3a B YKpalHi IIpoJOBXY€E HapO-
CTaTH, OCKIJIbKY iCHye HabinbIa noTpeda B Memyd-
HUX, MaTepiaJIbHIX Ta 000pOHHMX MaTepiaiax. I'po-
Maj ¥ B YCbOMY CBIiTi TaK0XX TOTYIOTHCS IIPUMHATHU
baraTbox THX, XTO BTikae abo Bxxe BTEK/IU 3 YKpa-
IHUM 4Yepe3 CBOI iMMirparifidi IOTOKU. YKpalHChKi
cojayipHi ciryx6m y BauroMy periosi ta immirpa-
LilHI c1y>X01 MOXXYTE TOITOMOITH iHIITYM YWHOM.

OcTaHHE, ajie He MeHIII B)KJIMBE — MU IIPOCHMO
Bac, CTE)XTe 32 ITPaBIoI0 Y IIOBIIOMJIEHHSIX Ta iHpop-
marnil 3MI BaraTo nnpeicTaBHUKIB IIpeCU PU3UKYIOTh
CBOIM >XUTTSIM, 1100 TOHECTH [0 HaC 11f0 ITpaBay. Mu
MOXXeMO IIOTOJKYBATHCS, 200 He IIOrOKyBaTHCH 3
THUMU YU IHIITUMU CTpaTerisIMU IOIITUYHUX JILAEPiB
3axifgHoro cBiTy. ByAb j1acka, MOJIIThCS 3a HUX YCIX,
KOJIM BOHM IpUMMAIOTh pillleHHS 3a BCe JII0JICTBO.
[17151 3aXUCTy MUPHOT'O HaceJIeHHs, YKkpaiHa 6arae
CTBOPHUTH “6e310IbOTHY 30HY . [IpoloBXKy¥iTE po-
6uTy Bce MOXIIVBe, 11100 Balll rosoc 6yB IIOYyTUM
Yepe3 MiclleBUX IIOJNITHKIB. BifgBifmanTe mopaHi
HIDKUe BebcailTy, mob [isHaTHUCS K 1Ie 3poOuTH.

YKpalHCBbKUU Hapo[, — 1ie JIIOOY BEeJIMKOL BipH,
b6araTtux Tpaguiliii i comimapHocTi. [ToHazm 40 Minb-
MOHIB YKpalHIIiB BUCTYIIAIOTh 32 MUP, CIIpaBe/IjIx-
BICTB 1 He3aJleXxHy YKpainy!

Bor paB HaM Micito 3MiHIOBaTU Ceplis JTIOAEMN,
Ie 6 BoHU He 6ynu. [le 6 Bu He 6ynu y cBiTi, momu-
ploiiTe mobpy HOBUHY, Yepes cBoi fobpi clipaBu B
iM’st Icycal

O Bosxe, nputimu Haw nicm i MoAumMay,
Bosxe, o6'edHati Hac ycix!
Hexail xxumms nepemoxxe cmepmob
i Hexall eOHiCMb MOAUMBU 8Cb0O20 C8IMY
npuHece mup 6 Ykpaixy!

Bama y Xpwucri,

Bapsapa lnycsb, lonosa Kparnosoi Ynpasu JTYKXKK

The humanitarian crisis in Ukraine continues
to grow with medical aid, materials, and defence
materials being of greatest need. Communities
around the world also prepare to receive the many
that flee or have fled Ukraine, through their immi-
gration streams. Check with the Ukrainian Social
Services, government of Canada, the Ukrainian
Canadian Congress, organizations in your area,
and immigration services in your country for
more ways you may be able to assist in.

Last, but not least, we ask that you receive
the reports and information of the media with
an open eye for the truth. Many members of
the press also risk their lives to get the truth to
us. We may agree or disagree with the political
strategies of our political leaders of the western
world. Please pray for them all as they make de-
cisions for all humankind. To protect civilians,
Ukraine pleads for a “no fly zone”. Make your
voice heard through your local politicians. Visit
the websites below on ways to make your voice
heard.

The Ukrainian people are people of great faith,
tradition, and stand in solidarity, all 40,000,000+,
for peace, justice, and an independent Ukraine!

God has given us a mission to make a difference
in hearts wherever they are! Wherever you are in
the world, spread the good news through your good
works, in Jesus’ name!

Oh God, receive our fasting and prayer,
Oh God, unite us all!
May life conquer death
and may the unity of prayer of the whole world
bring peace to Ukraine!

Yours in Christ,

Barbara Hlus, National UCWLC President

UKRAINIAN WORLD CONGRESS
https://www.ukrainianworldcongress.org/news

UKRAINIAN CANADIAN CONGRESS
https://www.ucc.ca

CATHOLIC NEAR EAST WELFARE ASSOCIATION - CANADA
https://cnewa.org/ca/campaigns/ukraine

CANADA-UKRAINE FOUNDATION
https://www.cufoundation.ca
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Submitted in March 2022

Holy Cross - War in Ukraine

By Provincial Superior, Fr. Gabriel Haber, OSBM

Dear Friends,

As we enter deep into the
Holy Week, we devote our pray-
ers, fasting, and almsgiving for
the swift end to the atrocities
that war brings to the people of
Ukraine. After the footage from
Bucha and other Ukrainian cit-
ies, the people closest to me ask
the question: where was God?
Why didn’'t He stop it? How
could He allow this kind crime
against humanity, His sacred
creation?

Friends, to be honest with
you, this question is very diffi-
cult to answer, because there are
not enough words. A few days
ago, I was able to talk with Fath-
er Provincial from Ukraine, he
told me: “It is better to be silent
at this time.” At this point it is
better to sympathize, to be close
with those who are hurting, cry
with them, be with them. At this
point, it is better to cry with
these people and ask the same

Prayer for Refugees

questions they ask. King David
was asking the same questions.
If you open the book of Psalms,
then you hear the same cry, the
same pain, the same question.
When you open the Book of Job,
you see the same thing, you see
the same subject, and it speaks
today more than thousands of
words. But the fact that I refer
to the lyrics does not lessen the
pain. So, I will not really try to
answer the questions, nor ex-
plain this pain and the cries of
our women and children. Rath-
er, I will try to decide for myself
in which God I believe. Who is
this God? Why is this happening
now?

Paradoxically, it is in this
confession of my own faith that
I find the answer. I believe in
God, who became a human per-
son like myself. When He was a
small baby, evil people also want-
ed to kill Him. He became a refu-
gee with his family. Moreover,

We hear the cries of the suffering;

We see the violence in our midst.

May we remember them in our prayers

and be in solidarity with our actions.

Teach us to recognize Your presence in every human being.
May all refugees and displaced people

return to the security of a home.

We pray for this in Christ’'s name. Amen.

— Pope Francis

Prayer service on International Day of Refugees, June 2016

Submitted by Helen Sirman
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when He and His family fled,
in this place where He was,
many babies paid the ultimate
price—they were killed because
of the plots and the misuse of
the power of these evil people.
Then Christ came to the people,
preaching peace to them, call-
ing them to conversion from bad
to good, and teaching them how
to live by God’s law—the law of
God’s love. But what did these
evil people do? They betrayed
Him, condemned Him unjustly,
imprisoned Him, bound Him,
tortured Him, and finally cruci-
fied Him, after which He died.

I believe in God, who died
on the cross. This is the reality.
This is the same reality as the
death that lurks in Ukrainian
cities today. God died there. God
died in Ukrainian cities, as He
once did on the cross. As once
God became man, and then the
humanity of God, the Church,
came into existence. I believe
that God is now people, His
body, who believe in Him, who
do no evil, who suffer, who are
killed. He went through it Him-
self and is feeling that pain now.
His mother was also a refugee,
rescuing her baby. Then Mother
of God watched her Son being

e N

Many folks want
to serve God, but
only as advisors.




crucified, dying on the cross, be-
ing taken down from the cross.
That is why the Mother of God
understands better than me
those mothers whose grief is
now inconsolable.

The question of many is
hanging over their shoulders—
why doesn't God stop such a
war crime? Precisely because
it is God who created human
beings free to choose between
good and evil. This is God who
gave human beings this oppor-
tunity. This is not some archi-
tect who created a typewriter
in which everyone is a cog. It
is not a mechanism that con-
trols everything, that knows
everything, that has calculat-
ed everything from beginning
to end, and knows in advance
what will happen. I believe that
we choose how it will be. God
knows many possible options,
but we make the choice. Ac-
cording to this free choice, good
continues to fight and defeat
evil. Because God is life. Life of

God, in spite of everything, con-
tinues. Because it is love, and it
is this love that wins.

God is helping our defenders,
because of their bravery, many
cities are now liberated. On the
one hand we perceive as a mir-
acle, and on the other hand we
understand that behind this
miracle are the efforts of the
Ukrainian Armed Forces and
the help of the whole world, our
defenders, our guardian angels.
May our God be with them and
for them now. For they defend
good from evil, life from death. I
believe that these cities will be
resurrected, that the memory
of those people who have now
departed to God (who did not
only die on the Cross, but also
rose from the dead) and their
memories will live continually
in Eternity with Him and in our
own memories. After all, I also
believe in the Resurrection of
Christ. My God not only died but
overcame death. He rose from
the dead, and this means that

@Sachinettiyil (viral)

El pequeno canté delante de una cruz de piedra.

(The little boy sang in front of a stone cross)

Aletia Press

https://wwwyoutube.com/watch?v=DZIboy-Y_Xs

life wins... that love wins. We
will live, do good, revive with
our own hands and with God’s
help all that has been destroyed.
Because what is happening is
a divine-human process. God
and humanity are cooperating,
cooperating to create, to fill the
world with life and love. Evil is
trying so hard to oppose all of
this, which tries to destroy, over-
power, slave, oppress, and kill.
But good will surely win.

Today I read a post from my
friend in which she writes that
there is no God. I am, in a sense,
ready to agree with her. But this
feeling of abandonment of God
is natural. It is also described in
the Holy Scriptures. When we
read the Book of Job, it is about
all this feeling of complete
abandonment. When we read
the Psalms, it is there that King
David cries out to God. He calls
for the destruction of enemies
who attack him from all sides.
He cries out for protection and
does not understand why he is
abandoned, why He does noth-
ing? Moreover, Christ himself
on the cross in the last seconds
of his life addresses God the
Father with the words: “My God,
my God, why have you forsaken
me?” (Matthew 27:46) Even God
has survived this abandonment
of God. Friends, that is why it is
a natural reaction of our people
to ask these questions, to make
such harsh statements. Words
will not convince us, but the fact
that we continue to live, con-
tinue to love, support and pray
for each other. We believe in
God, Who is among us, Who is
in us, Who is with us, Who is the
God of love, Who is the God of
sacrifice. Our God is with us. He
is with us even when it seems to
us that He has left us.
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Pokrova

The Inseparability of Faith and Culture

By Lidia M. Wasylyn

viato Pokrovy, or the

Feast of the Protection

of the Mother of God, is

the special day we vener-
ate the Pokrova, the Mother of
God the Protectress. This day is
steeped in spirituality, rich with
folk traditions which have been
preserved over the last millen-
nia. This feast is a testament to
the undying faith of Ukrainians
and their love for Christ and the
Most Holy Mother of God.

The veneration of the Moth-
er of God originated in 10th-cen-
tury Constantinople when that
city was under siege by the Sara-
cens (Turkish Muslims). The
people sought sanctuary in a
church, anditisbelieved that the
Mother of God appeared above
the city and covered it with her
omofor (shroud). Through prayer
to her Son, she interceded on be-
half of the faithful. Encouraged
by the appearance of the Moth-
er of God, the Greeks fought off
the Saracens and in memory of
this miracle established a day
honouring the Protection of the
Mother of God.

The feast honouring the
Mother of God was enthusi-
astically embraced with the
introduction of Christianity to
Kyivan-Rus’, Ukraine, in 988 A.D.
by Kniaz Volodymyr Velyky—
Volodymyr the Great—and in-
tegrated into our cultural trad-
itions. It vividly illustrates the
unity and inseparability of the
deeply rooted religious and cul-
tural traditions of Ukrainians.

Ukrainian Marian Collection, The Marian Library, University of Dayton

Since its beginnings, our
church has believed in the pro-
tection of the Mother of God.
Venerating her became an in-
tegral part of life, regardless of
wealth, position, or education.
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This is evidenced by the count-
less churches in Ukraine, and
in the diaspora, named in hon-
our of the Pokrova. Innumer-
able icons have been written
over the centuries depicting the



Pokrova. We honour her with
the Moleben. Poems and songs
have been written in praise of
her, and holy places throughout
Ukraine are sources of heaven-
ly inspiration.

In the year 1037, Kyivan mon-
arch Yaroslav the Wise built
Ukraine’s most famous church,
St. Sofia Cathedral, and placed
the Ukrainian people under
the protection of the Pokrova.
He successfully defended Kyiv
against the invading Pechenihy
and thanked the Mother of God
for her protection. From that
day, the Mother of God became
the protectress of Ukraine, the
spiritual queen of our people.
Later, Kniaz Thor Sviatoslavo-
vych, the hero of the ancient
epic work “Slovo o Polku Thorev-
im,” paid homage to the miracu-
lous icon of the Mother of God
of Perehoshchi after escaping
from imprisonment.

Many examples testify to
the ancient roots of the venera-
tion of the Mother of God in the
Ukrainian Christian tradition.
Since the history of our people
and our church is replete with
events of invasion, occupation,
and devastations by foreign
armies, it is no wonder Uk-
rainians have always sought
divine protection and turned
to the Pokrova for help and
intercession.

The Feast of Pokrova was
the day Ukrainian kozaks
elected their leader. The kozak
church built at the Zaporizhian
Sich was named in honour of
the Pokrova and housed the
icon showing her protecting the
kozaks with her omofor draped
across her outstretched hands
symbolically providing protec-
tion of the faithful. It shows
ribbons outstretched from the

kozaks to the Mother of God
inscribed with the words: “We
beseech you, cover us with your
righteous pokrov and deliver us
from all evil”

Pokrova is the subject of
many traditional Ukrainian
songs called dumy that retell
the history of the kozaks. One
of the most famous examples of
divine protection in Ukraine is
from the Pochaiv Monastery in
Western Ukraine in July 1675,
that was besieged by Turkish
invaders. An apparition of the
Mother of God, accompanied by
angels and saints, appeared at
the monastery walls. With her
omofor she sheltered the mon-
astery. The Turks reputedly
fled upon seeing the apparition.
This event is commemorated by
a chapel in the monastery and
is remembered in a song recent-
ly recorded in Ukraine titled:
“O ziyshla zoria vechorovaya,
nad Pochaevem Stala.”

Renowned Ukrainian ethnog-
rapher Oleksa Voropay, in his
seminal work The Traditions of
our People, documents that after
the destruction of the Zapo-
rizhian Sich in 1775, kozaks who
fled westward took with them
the kozak Icon of Pokrova. They
fervently believed in the power
of Pokrova and so the Feast of
Pokrova became known as “the
day of the Ukrainian kozak.”

The veneration of Pokrova
continued: the Ukrainian Army
in the First World War, the
Sichovi Striltsi—the Sich Sharp
Shooters, and the Ukrainian In-
surgent Army (the UPA) during
the Second World War, all ven-
erated the Pokrova and sought
her protection as they fought to
protect their nation. On Octo-
ber 14, 1942, the commander of
the Ukrainian Insurgent Army,

General Taras Chuprynka-
Roman Shukhevych declared
the establishment of the
Ukrainian Insurgent Army, and
further declared Sviato Pokrovy
as a holy day for venerating the
Protectress of the Ukrainian
people by the armed forces.

There are many traditions,
sayings, and folk beliefs asso-
ciated with this time around
Pokrova. But that will have to be
another article for another year.

The essence of the Feast of
Pokrova remains unchanged
over the centuries. The faith
that our people have in God
and the Mother of God endures
even though social and cul-
tural traditions may evolve. As
the vicious, unprovoked inva-
sion of Ukraine continues, we
see the Ukrainian nation once
again seeking the protection of
our beloved Mother of God. We
gather beneath her omofor and
pray for her intercession on
behalf of the innocent victims
of the bloodthirsty aggressor.
News reports and photos on so-
cial media demonstrate this en-
during faith in God as the Uk-
rainian population faces the
aggressor head on.

Like our forefathers, we too
ask the Holy Mother of God to
protect our children, our fam-
ilies, and our communities. Our
Ukrainian brothers and sisters
desperately need our pray-
ers more than ever. Let us join
our prayerful voices with those
under siege and under attack
and pray to the Pokrova so that
she may protect the innocent
and the righteous with her pure
omofor.

Lidia M. Wasylyn is an Eparchial
Executive member, Edmonton
Eparchy.
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Monutsa po boropogumui [liBu 3a npunuHeHHA BiMHK B YKpaiHi

Boropopuite J1iBo, TpocUMO ChOrOHi, epef nuiieM CBoro CuHa,
sacTtynucs Tu 3a Hac, MaTiHko €1Ha. HalllMX BOIHIB, YKpaiHy. [IpeuncTa, ciacu!

Croimo nteper, Tobo10, BCi ITepexmBa€eMo, 1110 BeJIUKi TPyAHOII i BifiHY
BXX€ CbOTOIIHI MaeMO.

3 HenmoxuTHOIO Bipolo, Boroponutie, mo Tebe 3BepTaeMocs,

60 3apas Tu TyT Imocepen HaC 3 MaTEPUHCHKOIO JIFOOOB'10,

BCi CbOTOIHI 3HAEMO.

BpsTyi Hac Bif cMepTi 11 BiliHY, IOJai CBITIIO MUDY.
ITpocuM, MOIMM 3a BOIHIB, IiTOYOK, 3a HeHbKY YKpainy!

Bxkaxu Buxip i3 Hebeamneky, BivtHU. [dait BciM myx Mupy i mo608i,
1106 3acisiyIo 3HOB COHEYKO SICHE Y KOXKHOMY JIOMi,

1106 He 6y10 6inblTe, Ha YKpalHCHKI 3eMuti, BilTHY,

a To IO €, 3aKiHYMJIacCh.

BimHoBu nyx HapomoBi, monpocu Bora Bnaropari.

[ITo6 mmanyBasa THIIA, CIOKi# Ta 1acka Boxka B koxxHIM mowmi i xarti.

Martu Xpucrta, IIpecssitas boropogute Iiso, Tu cTosiyia min xpectoM Ceoro CuHa.
IMocmimy i1 Ha IOTIOMOTY ¥ HaM, IIPoCcUMOo, 611araeMo.

Bucinyxait Hallle mpoxaHHs, 60 ckoronHi ut Ha Tebe Bcio Hafilo MaeMm,

1106 He 6yI10 KpOBi, )XEPTB, i 3akiHYMIIaCh 115 CTpalllHa BilffHa

Hammx cuHiB, 6paTiB, 3axuctu! MaTtiako Mapie! Ham mormomoxxu!
Mu cbporofHi IJIaueMo, IIPOCUMO BCi IIUPO:
Mu He Xo4eMo BiliHH, BCi MU X04eMO MUpY!

— Bin Ctedatii Tkauuk, Binain Cee. Kupuna i Metogis, CeHT KatepuHc, OHTapio

H
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Tpoxu icTopii Npo
AKT [TocBaTH YKpaiHu

YpuBoKk i3 nactupcbkoro nucta Matpiapxa
CesiTocnasa npo BigHoBieHHs AKTY NocBATH
Ykpainu nig yac Benukoro nocty 2014 poky.

HA3b fIpociaB Myapuii, CUH cBITOro Boiio-

JVMUpa, BIlepllle IIOCBATUB YKpaiHy Ha

[ToxpoBy Boxxoi Martepi 61m3bk0 1,000 po-

KiB Tomy. IlimHeciMo Halli MOJWUTBU [0
[TpecBaToi boropopuiii — TeoTokoc.

[Ipeuncta Boropopgulisi CyIpOBOIDKY€E JIIOJ-
CbKUM pif He TIJILKM B TiM iCTOPpI], Ka 3alurcaHa
y CBSILIEHHUX KHUrax. BoHa mepebyBae 3i cBoi-
MU OiTBMHU 3aBXIU 1 BCIOAU, B yCi 4acu i mocepep,
6ynp-gskmx obctaBuH. UnMmasio Miclib Ha Hamnii
semHin kyini IlpecBaTa Boropomuiig mmosHauuia
CBOEIO 0COOJIMBOIO IIPHUCYTHICTIO, 3aBIOSKU YOMY
BCi 11 Micug cTanu oJjig 6araTbox e, a HaBiTh
LIIJINX HApO/,iB 3HAKOM ITOPATYHKY i CIIaciHHA.

SIk TyT He 3ragatu 61u3pKi ¥ mopori cepirto
KOXKHOTO XpUCTUSIHMHA Micig CBaTol 3emMii —
Haszaper, Budieem, Ain-Kapim, Epycanum, ski mo-
HVHI IIPUTATYIOTH A0 cebe COTHI THCSIY ITaJIOMHU-
KiB 3 ycboro cBiTy? Ik He sragatu JIropa y ®@paHiiii,
JlopetTo B ITanii, Anapeciny B Bpasuiii, I'Bameny-
ny B Mekcuni, Mapianeiis B ABcTpil, YeHcTOXO-
By B [Tosnbnii, Mapianosu B YropivHi, JINTMaHOBY
B CiioBauuMHi? §fIk He 3rajlaTu MajleHbKe IIOPTY-
ranbcbke ceso dartima, ge Ilpeuncra Boromartip
Ha ITo4aTKy Aajiekoro 1917 poky 3'sBuiIacs TpboM
MaJIMM MacTYyILIKaM 1 3ak/JInKalia MoJIuTUcs 3a Po-
cito, 106 He AOIYCTUTH ITOLIMPEHHS y CBITi 3a-
TPO3JIMBOTO i HUIIIBHOTO 6€300)XKHUIITBA, SIKE IPU-
Hece CTUIFKOM HapozaM 6e3MipHi cTpa)kIaHHS Ta
BUIIPOOYBaHHSA?

Ik He sragatu YHiB i [louaiB, 3apBaHUIlIO i
lomris, ski cTanu 3HakoM oItiku [TpecBsToi Boropo-
IWIIi HaJ, HAIIIOX0 3eMJIel0 BIIPOAOBX 11 6ypx/mBoi
icTopii? §lk, ypellTi, He 3ragaTy ['pyIIiB i ToM ITe-
PeJIOMHUI MOMEHT Y >KUTTI Halol LlepkBu i1 kpa-
iHY, KoM piBHO pik micist YopHOOUIIbCHKOI aBapii
Tocrionb IaB HaM 3HaK i3 Heba, BU3BOJIAIOYY HaC
Bif cTpaxy i mpobymKylody Hac 50 HOBOTO XXUTTS
B OHOBJIEHIN CBOIN KpalHi. MU ToZi Ile He 3HaJIH,
4YMM 3aKiH4YaTbCSl HAllli 3MaraHHs, ajle BiJdyBa-
JIY BeJIMKY HaJilo i BIleBHeHicTh, 60 3 Hamu byna
BoHa — [IpecBsiTa Boropoguiis, i yepes Hel 3 HaMu
6yB I'ocrions — Brnapyka Heba i 3eMuti. >

A Bit of History on
Ukraine’'s Act of
Consecration

Excerpt taken from the pastoral letter of Patriarch
Sviatoslav on the renewal of the Act of Consecration
of Ukraine during the Great Fast in 2014.

rince Yaroslav the Wise, son of St. Volody-
myr, first consecrated Ukraine to the Pro-
tection of the Mother of God about 1,000
years ago. Let us give up our prayers to the
Most Holy Mother of God—Theotokos.

The Mother of God accompanies humanity not
only through the recorded history of Sacred Writ;
she dwells with Her children always and every-
where, in all times and in every circumstance. The
Most Pure Theotokos has graced many places on
earth with her special presence. These unique
places have become for many people, and even en-
tire nations, signs of refuge and salvation.

Such are the sites in the Holy Land near and
dear to heart of every Christian—Nazareth, Beth-
lehem, Ein Karem, Jerusalem, all of which still
attract hundreds of thousands of pilgrims from
all over the world. One should also mention—
Lourdes in France, Loretto in Italy, Aparecida in
Brazil, Guadalupe in Mexico, Mariazell in Austria,
Czestochowa in Poland, Mariapécs in Hungary,
Litmanova in Slovakia. How can we also not men-
tion the small Portuguese village of Fatima, where
the Immaculate Mother of God, at the beginning of
1917, appeared to three shepherd children, asking
us to pray for Russia so as to prevent the spread
throughout the world of a menacing and devastat-
ing infidelity that would bring so many people im-
mense suffering and pain.

How can we also not call to mind Univ and
Pochaiv, Zarvanytsia and Hoshiv, all of which are
signs of the Most Holy Mother of God’s care for our
land during its turbulent history. Finally, let us not
forget Hoshiv, and that turning point in the life of
our church and country, when exactly a year after
the Chornobyl disaster, the Lord gave us a sign
from heaven, freeing us from fear and awakening
in us a new life in a renewed country. At that time,
we did not yet know how our race would end, but
we felt a great hope and trust, for she, the Mother
of God, was with us and through her the Lord and

NASHA DOROHA ¢ SPECIAL EDITION: WAR ON UKRAINE 2022

13



IIpecBaTra Boropopulis € nopydv i3 HaMmu B 0CO-
6suBwMii crioci6b y JliTyprii. BoHa emHa€eTHCS 3 HAMU
B 6e3HacTaHHOMY IIpOC/IaB/IeHHI BceBUIIHBOTO, a
BOIHOYAC, K I0bissga Marty, mocTifiHoO 3acTyna-
€ThcA 3a Hac Iepeq ['ocriomoMm. CBarta LlepkBa BuU-
pakae IIj0 CBOIO Bipy B 6e3HacTaHHe MOJIUTOBHE
nocepenHUNTBO IIpeunicToi Boromarepi cioBamMu
BiJOMOI LIepKOBHOI MOJUTBU: «JliBa JHeCH IIpel-
CTOITB y LIePKBI i 3 IMKaMU CBATUX 3a HAC MOJIUTh-
ca boroBi. AHTenu 3 apxuepessMU ITOKJIaHAIOTHCS,
arloCcToNIM 3 IIpOpPOKaMU JIMKYyITh. Bo pagu Hac
monuTh boropopuils npepBiuHoro Bora». 1li cio-
Ba, B3ATi 3 KoHOaka cBATa [lokpoBu Boroponuiii,
IIPUHOCATH HaM YTiXy B ckopboTax, HaioTh CHIIY
y BUIIpOOYBaHHSX, 3BIIIIAIOTh HAZil0 B TEPITIHHAX,
60 3HaeMo, III0 Te «AHECh» BUPAXKAE He SIKECh Ia-
JIeKe 1 4y>xe MUHYIJIe, a CTOCYEThCS HAIIIOTO ChOTO-
OeHHs — 3 Moro 3arpo3aMu i TpuBoraMu. BoHa, 3a
C/I0BaMHM BeJIMKOTO IaTpiapxa Mocuda, e «Hepy-
IIIMMUM 3HAaKOM HAIIIOl CUJIM i Halllol Hail Ha IIe-
peMory». A 11e ToMy, 1o «IIpecssita boropomuiig,
mif sgxol yecHUM i yyfgecHUM [TokpoBOM BCi MY, K
ity mip oxopoHoo Marepi, mepebyBaemo i B 6igax
Ta Hy»XJax Hamux iz i ITokpoB mpubiraemo, 6yna
1 € UM HeIOPYLIHUM IIPUCTAHUIIEM, 3HAMEHOM 1
3aIlOPYKOI0 €HOCTU HAIlOl YKPaiHChKOI XpUCTU-
STHCBKOI PO UHW».

3Bakatoyu Ha HOBi icTopuuHi obcTaBuHYU, Ha-
>Kalo CKepyBaTH Ballll IyXoBHI od4i mo boropopurii
iy BimmoBinp Ha 1i mobisay i TypboTIMBY IIpu-
CYTHICTB y HalllOMY XXUTTI BiIgaTy BCiX Bac mif 11
MaTepUHCBKY oIliky. CBoro 4dacy mif ITokpos Ilpe-
uucTol liBu Mapil rmocBaTUB Hapop, Pyci-Ykpalnu
6iaroBipHMi KH3b fpociaB Myznpuii. BigHoBUB
1LI¥0 ITOCBATY B 3apBaHulii 1995 poky cBiTIol IaM'siTi
Mupocnas [BaH kapauHai JTio6adiBChKU.

HapaHo B Kuesi, npu NaTpiapwomy cobopi
BockpeciHHsa XpucTosoro, 20 bepesHs 2014 p.

Master of heaven and earth was with us.

The Theotokos is near to us in a special way
during the Liturgy. She unites with us in endless
praise of the Most High and—at the same time—
as a loving Mother, she continually intercedes for
us before the Lord. The church expresses its faith
in the Most Pure Mother of God’s unceasing and
prayerful intercession in the well-known prayer:
“The Virgin today stands in the church and togeth-
er with the choir of the saints she prays for us to
God. The angels worship with the hierarchs; the
apostles exult with the prophets; for the Theotokos
prays for us to the Eternal God.” These words, taken
from kontakion of the feast of the Protection of the
Mother of God bring us comfort in our affliction,
give us strength in our trials and hope in our suf-
ferings, because we know that this “today” does not
express some distant and alien past, but rather our
present with its own threats and anxieties. In the
words of our Patriarch Josyf, she is “the immovable
sign of our strength and hope for victory.” This is
because “the Most Holy Mother of God—beneath
whose honourable and miraculous Protection, we,
her children, flee in times of trouble and distress—
is the inviolable shelter, sign and pledge of the
unity of our Ukrainian Christian family.”

Given the new historical circumstances, I wish
to turn your spiritual eyes towards the Mother of
God and, in response to Her loving and caring pres-
ence in our lives, entrust all of you to Her maternal
care. During his reign, the pious Prince Yaroslav
the Wise consecrated the people of Rus’-Ukraine
to the Protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary. In
1995, Myroslav Ivan Cardinal Lubachivsky, of
blessed memory, renewed this consecration in
Zarvanytsia.

Given in Kyiv at the Patriarchal Sobor of the
Resurrection of Christ 20 March 2014,

“To love one’s enemy means to stop his murderous hand, to take
away his weapon, not to give him the opportunity to kill. We ask
that in the circumstances of hatred and murder of war, that we
know how to love God and our neighbour, that we remain human.”

— Patriarch Sviatoslav
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What is Consecration and What is the
Significance of the Consecration of Ukraine
and Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary?

What is consecration
and why do it?

What'’s a consecration?
Consecration means “to make
holy” When one makes an act
of consecration, it is made ul-
timately to God with the under-
standing that our consecration
is a serious commitment on our
part to respond faithfully to
God’s grace at work in our lives.
When consecrating ourselves
to Our Lady, we are consecrating
ourselves to Jesus through Mary.
As Pope John Paul II explained,

“Consecrating ourselves to Mary
means accepting her help to of-
fer ourselves and the whole of
mankind to him who is holy, in-
finitely holy; it means accepting
her help—by having recourse to
her motherly heart, which be-
neath the cross was opened to
love for every human being, for
the whole world—in order to of-
fer the world, the individual hu-
man being, mankind as a whole,
and all the nations to him who is
infinitely holy” (May 13, 1982).
“Consecration to the Moth-
er of God,” says Pope Pius XII,

“is a total gift of self, for the
whole of life and for all eternity;
and a gift which is not a mere
formality or sentimentality, but
effectual, comprising the full
intensity of the Christian life—
Marian life” This consecration,
the Pope explained, “tends es-
sentially to union with Jesus,
under the guidance of Mary.”

By Denver Catholic Staff
https://denvercatholic.org/what-
is-consecration-and-why-do-it »

JITA YKPATHCHKHUX KATOJUIBKUX KIHOK KAHA U

KpaiioBa Ynpasa

UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE of CANADA
National Executive

A wonderful opportunity exists for our Ukrainian young people at the university level.
The Ukrainian Catholic Women'’s League of Canada National Executive offers two scholarships
to post-secondary students enrolled in Ukrainian Studies and Religious Studies.

The Vera Buczynsky
Ukrainian Language Studies Scholarship
for $1,000 is offered to a person of
Ukrainian Catholic descent who is enrolled
in Ukrainian Language Studies at the
post-secondary level. Criteria and applications
are available online at www.ucwlc.ca and can
be submitted electronically to the:

Vera Buczynsky Ukrainian Language
Studies Scholarship Committee

ucwlcnationalscholarships@gmail.com

Ukrainian Catholic descent who is enrolled in
Religious Studies at the post-secondary level.

The Mary Dyma
Religious Studies Scholarship
for $1,000 is offered to a lay woman of

Criteria and applications are available
online at www.ucwlc.ca and can be
submitted electronically to the:

Mary Dyma Religious Studies
Scholarship Committee

ucwlcnationalscholarships@gmail.com

Deadline for receipt of completed applications is October 1.
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Acts of Consecration are a great
tradition in the Church. They
often feature the person of Mary,
who invites us to come to her and
entrust our troubles to her.

A public Act of Consecration
to her takes on particular form
and themes. In Fatima, Our Lady
asked us to entrust Russia to her
protection. Often in other shrines,
Acts of Consecration take place
for particular purposes.

An Act of Consecration can
also be personal, where a per-
son consecrates his or her life
solemnly in religious life, per-
sonally, in everyday life, to keep
a focus and maintain a trust in
the Providence of God.

“Cardinal Nichols Explains Act of
Consecration for Ukraine and Russia
to Immaculate Heart of Mary”

https.//www.exaudi.org/cardinal-
nichols-explains-acts-of-consecration

What is the
theological
significance of this
consecration?

The Heart of Mary is the heart
of God. We must think that
Mary is the one who shared her
only Son with the Father. That
Son was loved immensely by
the Father and the Mother, as
John Paul Il and Paul VI and the
whole tradition have reminded
us. Mary opened up for us the
way to love, who corresponded,
more than any other creature,
to God’s immense love. So we
are all called to conform our-
selves to this Heart in order to
be able to love Jesus in others.
We are convinced that true
peace does not come from the
United Nations, from weapons,

or from the politics of States,
but only from God. Therefore,
if we want to create peace,
we must conform our hearts
to the one who loved God and
who loves the Church and our
brothers and sisters, that is, to
Mary. Therefore, this is the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary: a heart
that loves immensely, giving it-
self to all of us. Therefore, if we
really want to create peace, we
must start from our hearts con-
formed to the Immaculate Heart
of Mary.

“Theological significance of
Act of Consecration explained
By Fabio Colagrande and
Benedetta Capelli”
https://www.yvaticannewsva/
en/church/news/2022-03/
theological-significance-of-act-
of-consecration-explained.html

Pope Francis’
Consecration of Russia
and Ukraine to Mary:

What it Means

Mary specifically asked that
Russia be consecrated to her Im-
maculate Heart.

The 1917 apparitions at Fat-
ima are some of the world’s most
famous Marian apparitions.

Y Bu nepegnnatmnam
XypHan
HAIITA TOPOT'A
(abo poBa) y nopapyHok
Ha YpoamHu un
Piunmuto Bawimm
HaMO0pPOXUNM?
[umB. cTop. 26.

In the course of her appear-
ances, Mary revealed three se-
crets, the second of which was
a statement that World War I
would end, as well as a predic-
tion of another war that would
start during the reign of Pius
X1 if people continued to offend
God, and Russia was not con-
secrated to Mary’s Immaculate
Heart.

Sister Lucia, one of the three
Fatima visionaries, said that
Mary told her: “If my requests
are heeded, Russia will be con-
verted, and there will be peace;
if not, she will spread her errors
throughout the world, causing
wars and persecutions of the
Church. The good will be mar-
tyred; the Holy Father will have
much to suffer; various nations
will be annihilated.”

“In the end, my Immaculate
Heart will triumph. The Holy
Father will consecrate Russia to
me, and she shall be converted,
and a period of peace will be
granted to the world.”

Jonah McKeown
https://bccatholic.ca/
news/world/pope-francis-
consecration-of-russia-and-
ukraine-to-mary-what-it-means

>
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Act of Consecration to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary

O Mary, Mother of God and our Mother, in this time
of trial we turn to you. As our Mother, you love us
and know us: no concern of our hearts is hidden
from you. Mother of mercy, how often we have ex-
perienced your watchful care and your peaceful
presence! You never cease to
guide us to Jesus, the Prince
of Peace.

Yet we have strayed from
that path of peace. We have
forgotten the lesson learn-
ed from the tragedies of the
last century, the sacrifice of
the millions who fell in two
world wars. We have dis-
regarded the commitments
we made as a community of
nations. We have betrayed
peoples’ dreams of peace
and the hopes of the young.
We grew sick with greed, we
thought only of our own na-
tions and their interests, we
grew indifferent and caught
up in our selfish needs and
concerns. We chose to ig-
nore God, to be satisfied

AKT nocBsiueHHA HenopouHomy
ceputo Mapii

O Mapie, Matn boxa i Hala, y Lito ckopboTHY roam-
HY MK Npubiraemo po Tebe. T € MarTip'io, NobULL i
3Ha€LL Hac: HiLLO, LLIO CMOBHIOE Hallli cepus, He Nnpu-
xoBaHe Bif Tebe. MaTu munocepas, barato pasis mu
BigvyBanu Teoto TypOOTNMBY HiXHicTb, TBOW Npu-
CYTHICTb, fika NOBepTae MMp,
ToMy Wo Tu 3aBxau BepeLl
Hac go lecyca, KHassa mupy.
OpHak Mu 3aryoumnum wnsx
MuUpy. Mu 3abynu ypok Tpare-
i1 MMHYNOro CTONITTA, Npo
XXepTBY MiJIbMOHIB Nofernmnxy
CBiTOBMX BiMHax. Mun 3HexTy-
BaM 3000B'A3aHHAMM, B3ATH-
mu ak CninbHoTa Hauin, i 3a-
pas 3pag)XyemMo Mpii Hapogis
npo mup i Haaii monoai. Mu
3axBOPINMU Ha XaaibHicTb, Mu
3aMKHYSIMCA B HaLiOHANbHUX
iHTepecax, MW [O3BONMIM
cobi 6yTH ckoBaHWmMM Oait-
AyXicTio i napasnizoBaHUMM
eroisamom. Mu Boninn irHo-
pyBatn bora, cniBicHyBaTu
3 Hawot obnypoto, NipXMBe-
noBaTKU arpecito, nNpuayLy-
BaTM XMUTTS Ta HaKOMUUyBaTH

with our illusions, to grow ar-

rogant and aggressive, to suppress innocent lives
and to stockpile weapons. We stopped being our
neighbour’s keepers and stewards of our common
home. We have ravaged the garden of the earth
with war and by our sins we have broken the heart
of our heavenly Father, who desires us to be broth-
ers and sisters. We grew indifferent to everyone
and everything except ourselves. Now with shame
we cry out: Forgive us, Lord!

Holy Mother, amid the misery of our sinfulness,
amid our struggles and weaknesses, amid the mys-
tery of iniquity that is evil and war, you remind
us that God never abandons us, but continues to
look upon us with love, ever ready to forgive us
and raise us up to new life. He has given you to
us and made your Immaculate Heart a refuge for
the Church and for all humanity. By God'’s gra-
cious will, you are ever with us; even in the most
troubled moments of our history, you are there to
guide us with tender love. >

36poto, 3abyBatoum, O MU €
XPaHUTENAMM HALLOrO BMXHBOIO Ta HALLOT Criflb-
HoOI JOoMiBKM. MKW cnycTOLLIMAK BIMHOIO 3eMHMM caf,
3paHnan rpixom cepue Haworo OTus, SIKMIM Xoue,
wob mu Bci Bynn Gpatamu i cectpamu. Mu ctanm
6anay>xMmMu 0o BCiX | 4O BCbOro, OKPiM [0 CamMMx
cebe. | 3 copomom kaxxeMo: NpocTh Ham, focnoam!

Y HewacTi rpixa, y Halmx 3ycunnsx Ta cnabko-
CTAX, Y TAEMHMULI HecrpaBeAIMBOCTI 311a i BiMHK Tn,
lNpecBaTa MaTtn, Haragyew Ham, wo bor He nokwu-
[ae Hac, a NPoOOBXYE AMBUTUCS Ha Hac 3 NtoboB'io,
3 NparHeHHsam NpobaunTh i 3HOBY NiaHecTH Hac. Lle
BiH papyBaB Ham Tebe i po3micTuB y TBoemy Heno-
pouHomy Cepui npucTaHoBuLle and Llepksu i ntog-
cTBa. 3aBAsiku boxecTBeHHIM 0obpoTi Tu € 3 Hamu
i narigHo Befell Hac, HaBiTb BY3€HbKMMM i 3BUBMU-
CTUMM CTEXKAMM iCTOPI.

Tox npubiraemo no Tebe, cTykaemo y asepi TBo-
ro Cepus mu, Teoi gpopori 8iTu, skux T He BToMto-
ewlcs BiABiAyBaTM | 3anpoLUyBaTH 4O HaBEPHEHHS.
Y uo TEMHY rogmHy Npuiam, Wwob AONOMOrTM Ham
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We now turn to you and knock at the door of
your heart. We are your beloved children. In every
age you make yourself known to us, calling us to
conversion. At this dark hour, help us and grant
us your comfort. Say to us once more: “Am | not
here, | who am your Mother?” You are able to untie
the knots of our hearts and of our times. In you we
place our trust. We are confident that, especially
in moments of trial, you will not be deaf to our sup-
plication and will come to our aid.

That is what you did at Cana in Galilee, when
you interceded with Jesus and he worked the first of
his signs. To preserve the joy of the wedding feast,
you said to him: “They have no wine” (Jn 2:3). Now,
O Mother, repeat those words and that prayer, for
in our own day we have run out of the wine of hope,
joy has fled, fraternity has faded. We have forgot-
ten our humanity and squandered the gift of peace.
We opened our hearts to violence and destructive-
ness. How greatly we need your maternal help!

Therefore, O Mother, hear our prayer.

Star of the Sea, do not let us be shipwrecked in
the tempest of war.

Ark of the New Covenant, inspire projects and
paths of reconciliation.

Queen of Heaven, restore God’s peace to the
world.

Eliminate hatred and the thirst for revenge, and
teach us forgiveness.

Free us from war, protect our world from the
menace of nuclear weapons.

Queen of the Rosary, make us realize our need
to pray and to love.

Queen of the Human Family, show people the
path of fraternity.

Queen of Peace, obtain peace for our world.

O Mother, may your sorrowful plea stir our hard-
ened hearts. May the tears you shed for us make
this valley parched by our hatred blossom anew.
Amid the thunder of weapons, may your prayer
turn our thoughts to peace. May your maternal
touch soothe those who suffer and flee from the
rain of bombs. May your motherly embrace com-
fort those forced to leave their homes and their
native land. May your Sorrowful Heart move us to
compassion and inspire us to open our doors and
to care for our brothers and sisters who are injured
and cast aside.

Holy Mother of God, as you stood beneath
the cross, Jesus, seeing the disciple at your side,
said: “Behold your son” (Jn 19:26). In this way he

i BTILLMTKM Hac. [ToBTOplOM KOXHOMY 3 Hac: «Xiba
A He TyT, {1, Wo e TBoet MarTip'to?». T 3HaeLw, Ak
pO3B'A3yBaTH NIyTaHUHY Y HALLIMX CEPLAX Ta By3/M
Haworo yacy. Mu noknagaemo Ha Tebe Hally Ha-
nito. Mu BneBHeHi, Wwo Tu He 3HexTyell, ocobnnBo
B XBWJIMHM BUMPOOYBaHHS, HAWMMKM OnaraHHAMM i
npuMaeLl Ham Ha JOMOMOTrY.

Came Tak Tu BumHuna B KaHi laninemcoekin, konu
npuLBMALLIMAA Yac BTPyYaHHs lcyca i cnoHyka-
na Moro BUMHUTH neplie 4yyno y csiTi. Konu cesato
nepeTBOpPMIIOCS Ha CMYTOK, T ckasana I;Io:v\y: «He
mMatoTb BUHa» (IB. 2, 3). lNoBTOpK Le e pa3 boro-
Bi, 0 MaTn, 60 cborofHi B Hac BMuepnanocs BMHO
Hapji, 3HMKNa paficTb, pO3YMHMIOCSH OpaTepcTBO.
Mu BTpaTtunu nogaHicTe, MM 3pyrHyBanmM mmp. Mun
cTanu 34aTHMMM Ha Oyab-sike HacHMNIbCTBO i 3HM-
WweHHs. Ham HeraltHo noTpibHe TBOe MaTepuHCbKe
BTPYY4aHHS.

Tomy npuimu, o Matu, Lie Halle BnaraHHs.

Tu, 3ope Mmopcbka, He onycTH, Lob MK MOTOHY-
v B Bypi BiMHMU.

Tn, KoBuery Hosoro 3aBiTy, HaOMxHM NiaHK Ta
LUNAXM MPUMUPEHHS.

Tu, HebecHa 3semne, nosepHu y cBiT boxy
3naropy.

[Moracu HeHaBMCTb, Bramyi NMOMCTY, HaB4YM Hac
npoLuartu.

BusBonu Hac Bif BiMiHW, BOepexu CBIT Bif aaep-
HOI 3arposu.

Llapuue Bepsuui, npobynn B Hac noTpeby mo-
mMTUCA i nrodbutw.

Llapuue ntoacbkoro poay, BKaXm Hapoaam LLUsx
OpaTepcTBa.

Llapvue mupy, BUNpocu Mup Ans BCbOro CBITY.

Teim nna4y, o Martu, xan 3BOPYyLUMTb HaLli
3auepcTBini cepuda. Xam cnbosu, Aki Tu nponuna
3a Hac, 3pobnsiTb KBITYUYO HOOMUHY, AKY BUCYLLW-
na Halla HeHaBWCTb. | MOKK He cTUxae rypkiT 36poi,
xan TBOSt MONMTBA CXMJINTb Hac Oo mmpy. Xan Teoi
MaTEepUHCBKI PyKM roflybnsaTb TUX, XTO cTpaxaae i
BTikae Bif, 6ombapayBaHb. TBOI MaTepuHCbKi 06il-
MW XaM BTILLAOTb TMUX, XTO 3MYLUEHMM MOKMHYTH
B/IACHi OOMIBKM Ta cBoOlo KpaiHy. Xan Teoe Ckop-
60oTHe Ceplie BiaKpHe Hac A0 CNiBYYTTS i CNOHYKae
Hac BiAYMHUTU OBepi Ta NogdaTu Npo nopaHeHe i
BiAKMHYTe NtoaCTBO.

[NpecaTa boropoamue, koan Tu ctoana nig xpe-
cToMm, leye, nobaumsLuM yuHsa nopyu i3 Toboto, npo-
moBuB fo Tebe: «Ocb cuH Tein» (IB. 19, 26), nosipme-
wmn Tobi koxHoro 3 Hac. [oTim 0o y4HS, 0 KOXHOro
3 Hac, Bin ckazas: «Ocb Matu tBOSI» (IB. 19, 27). »
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entrusted each of us to
you. To the disciple, and
to each of us, he said: “Be-
hold, your Mother” (v. 27).
Mother Mary, we now
desire to welcome you
into our lives and our his-
tory. At this hour, a weary
and distraught humanity
stands with you beneath
the cross, needing to en-
trust itself to you and,
through you, to consecrate
itself to Christ. The people
of Ukraine and Russia, who
venerate you with great
love, now turn to you, even
as your heart beats with
compassion for them and
for all those peoples decimated by war, hunger, in-
justice and poverty.

Therefore, Mother of God and our Mother, to
your Immaculate Heart we solemnly entrust and
consecrate ourselves, the Church and all human-
ity, especially Russia and Ukraine. Accept this act
that we carry out with confidence and love. Grant
that war may end and peace spread throughout the
world. The “Fiat” that arose from your heart opened
the doors of history to the Prince of Peace. We trust
that, through your heart, peace will dawn once
more. To you we consecrate the future of the whole
human family, the needs and expectations of every
people, the anxieties and hopes of the world.

Through your intercession, may God’s mercy
be poured out on the earth and the gentle rhythm
of peace return to mark our days. Our Lady of the
“Fiat”, on whom the Holy Spirit descended, restore
among us the harmony that comes from God. May
you, our “living fountain of hope”, water the dry-
ness of our hearts. In your womb Jesus took flesh;
help us to foster the growth of communion. You
once trod the streets of our world; lead us now on
the paths of peace. Amen.

Pope Francis’s prayer of consecration
on March 25, 2022

The Will of God never takes you to where

the Grace qf God will not protect you.

O MaTtn, MM nparHemo Tenep NpUUHATH Tebe B
Halle XXMTTA Ta B Hally icTopito. Y U roauHy 3 To-
6010 Nig XxpecToM NepebyBae BUCHAXKEHE i HaNsAKa-
He moacTeo. Momy noTpibHo BeipuTucsa Tobi, L1o6
yepes Tebe nocBATUTMCA XpUCTY. YKpaiHCbKMI Ha-
pof Ta pocifCbKMi Hapop, ki BLUaHOBYlOTh Tebe 3
mobos’io, npubiratote no Tebe, a Cepue TBoe B6O-
niBae 3a HMX i 3a BCi HAPOAM, CKOLLEHI BiMHOO, ro-
NI0J0M, HecrnpaBea/IUBICTIO | 3MUOHAMM.

Tomy mu, o Matm boxa i Hawa, ypoumcTo
BBipsemMo i moceauyyemo TBoemy HenopouHomy
Ceputo cebe camux, LlepkBy i Bce ntoacTBo, a oco-
6nuBo Pocito Ta Ykpainy. [puiiMn el Haw akT,
KM MM 30iMCHI0OEMO 3 [OBIPOIO i 1I0OOB'I0, BUMHM
Tak, o0 3akiHuMnacs BiMHa, HANOBHU CBIT MUPOM.
TBO€ «Tak», O BMMULLNO i3 TBOro cepus, BigUMHU-
5o gBepi ictopii gna KHa3a mupy; mm BipMmo, Lo
yepes TBoe cepue 3HOBY npuige mup. Tomy mun
nocesiuyemo Tobi mMalbyTHe BCbOro NOACBLKOro
poay, NOTpebu Ta ouikyBaHHS HapofiB, TPUBOIMU
Ta Hafii cBiTYy.

Xan uepes Tebe siitoe Ha 3emnio boxecTseH-
He muioceppgd, a narigHMi pUMTM MUPY 3HOBY BifA-
Miptoe Halli gHi. JXKiHKo, fika ckasana «Tak», Ha fIKy
sinwos CeaTtun [yx, noBepHu Ham boxxy rapmodHito.
BTamy# cnpary Halumx cnparnmMx cepgeub, Tu, wo
€ «©KMBUM IKepesioMm Hapfjii». Tu, o BMTKkana nwof-
cbKy Npupopay leyca, BUMHM Hac TBOPLSAMM €QHOCTI.
Th, Wo xoamnna HalKMMM LLUNAXaMK, BEOW HAC CTeX-
Kamm MUpY. AMIHb.

25 bepesHs, 2022 p.
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COURTESY PHOTO

'm 5 years old. I'm hoisted

through the broken window of

a train that is heading out of

Ukraine—to God only knows
where.

My mother and I are fleeing
Russian-controlled Ukraine be-
hind the Iron Curtain; we are
leaving everything behind to
unite with my father, who had
been freed from Auschwitz in
Poland. That is, if we are lucky
and the train isn't bombed—
and if we are able to avoid the
snipers that may be in place
along our route.

It is 1946.

Today, in the tropical tran-
quility of Florida, I am an old
woman who is watching the
refugees of Ukraine flee their
country just as we did 76 years
ago. They are better dressed
and better nourished than we
were after three years of Ger-
man occupation followed by
Russian looting, burning, shell-
ing, killing, and starvation. But
most of them also know what
it’s like to live in a nation sub-
jected to Russian occupation—
it wasn’t until 1991, after all,
that Ukraine finally gained its
independence.

Unlike Germany, the Krem-
lin was never punished for its
crimes against humanity, which
has provided an open invitation
for Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin to resurrect Russia’s
hell on earth. And yet there are
some in the West who actually
applaud Putin’s madness.

Ukraine wants to be a west-
ern democracy like America or
Europe. It rejects Putin’s bigoted
precepts that Ukraine doesn't
exist as an actual nation, and
that Ukrainians are destined to
serve the whims of Russia. And
it rejects Putin’s predatory de-
sire to control it—and to kill it, if
necessary, if there is resistance.

This is why Putin must be
stopped from proving to the
world—and to other dictators—
that international law, murder,
and destruction are fair game
if you can get away with it. To
date, however, the West, led by
America, has shown a pro-Rus-
sia bias.

It has failed to honour the
Bucharest agreement that made
Ukraine give up its nukes to
Russia for guarantees of secur-
ity and sovereignty. It has failed
to punish Russia for occupying
Georgia, or for using chemical
weapons to kill civilians in Syria.
It has denied Ukraine member-
ship in NATO while expanding
the alliance to include other for-
mer Soviet republics that had
similar “not meeting standards”
demerits.

Meanwhile, Russia continues
to infiltrate America’s corridors
of power. How else to explain
how U.S. leaders allowed Rus-
sia to manipulate America’s
elections—or the ongoing strife
between pro-Russia lawmakers
and those who oppose Putin?
The Russian leader is push-
ing the “divide and conquer”
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' Ukraine's Past Agony is
Being Relived Today

By Oksana Bashuk Hepburn

buttons both in Washington
and in other places he wants to
control.

And here’s the kicker: Even
though Putin knows that Amer-
ica’s nuclear deterrent is much
more powerful than Russia’s,
President Joe Biden has failed to
effectively counter Putin’s bully-
ing and fearmongering. Biden is
failing to heed the words that
President Franklin D. Roosevelt
used to defeat another monster,
Adolf Hitler: “The only thing we
have to fear is fear itself”

It’'s morally reprehensible for
the world’s most powerful mil-
itary forces—NATO and Amer-
ica—to watch and do nothing
while Putin wages a proxy war
against them in Ukraine (and
make no mistake, that’s what it
is). It’s time to turn this heinous
war around and beat Putin, but
that takes a moral compass and
leadership.

Let’s bring it on.

Previously printed in Herald-
Tribune March 17, 2022.
https://www.heraldtribune.
com/story/opinion/columns/
guest/2022/03/17/ukraines-past-
agony-being-relived-today-but-
we-can-stop/7049048001

Oksana Bashuk Hepburnis a
former senior policy adviser
and president of a consulting
firm doing business in Ukraine.
She is a part-time resident of
Longboat Key and also resides
in Canada.



Religion and the War in Ukraine

By Heather Coleman

he full-scale invasion
of Ukraine has revealed
religious dimensions to
the conflict that most
outside observers had not ex-
pected. Even casual viewers of
the evening news have heard
Patriarch Kirill (Gundaev) of the
Russian Orthodox Church provid-
ing religious justifications of the
invasion; and seen Pope Francis
attempting to steer a course that
balances the Vatican’s tradition-
al aim to be a peacemaker above
politics, defence of his flock in
Ukraine, and desire for ongoing
ecumenical relations with the
Russian Orthodox Church. Read-
ers of Nasha Doroha well know
Ukraine’s religious complexity
and the international links that
underpin it. But what has the war
revealed so far about religious
life on the ground in Ukraine? In
short, that it really matters. Re-
ligion has served as a force for
solidarity in Ukrainian society,
but also as a source of division.
About two thirds of Ukrain-
ians identify as Orthodox; a fur-
ther 10 per cent are Catholics,
and there are substantial Baptist
and Pentecostal communities, as
well as Jews and Muslims with
deep historical roots in the coun-
try. The way that these groups of
believers are organized is very
important for understanding the
significance of religion in the
war. First, there’s the fact that no
single religious group can claim
to be the exclusive national faith;
moreover, each has transnation-
al connections that have shaped
their experience of the conflict.

Ukrainian Council of Churches and Religious Organizations at St. Sophia. PHOTO: RISUUA

In Ukraine, several churches
claim the mantle of being the
national church of the Ukrain-
ian people, tracing their roots to
the Grand Prince St. Volodymyr’s
baptism of his people in Kyiv in
988. The most important are the
Orthodox Church of Ukraine
(OCU), recognized in 2019 as
self-governing by the Patriarch
of Constantinople, the Ukrain-
ian Orthodox Church (UOC-
MP), a local church with some
autonomy under the Moscow
Patriarchate, and the Ukrainian
Greek-Catholic Church (UGCC) in
communion with Rome. Because
Ukrainians are both divided in
their religious affiliation and are
comparativelyreligiously active,
pluralism has reigned in Ukrain-
ian state life since independ-
ence in 1991. In fact, Ukraine has
a unique organization that re-
flects this—the Ukrainian Coun-
cil of Churches and Religious
Organizations, which for over
25 years has brought together

Orthodox, Catholic, Protestant,
Jewish, and Muslim organiza-
tions to promote inter-confes-
sional dialogue and advise the
state on church-state relations.
Inter-confessional  activity
has been a hallmark of the re-
sponse to the war. Already on
February 16, as Russia massed
troops on the Ukrainian border,
the Ukrainian Council of Church-
es and Religious Organizations
held an ecumenical prayer ser-
vice for peace at St. Sophia Cath-
edral in Kyiv, attended by Major
Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk
and representatives of all the
various member denominations
(including Muslims and Jews).
They issued a collective appeal
to the presidents of both coun-
tries to work for peace. Since the
onslaught, the Council has re-
mained active, gathering again
at St. Sophia for prayer, promo-
ting humanitarian corridors to
evacuate refugees, appealing to
their counterparts in Russia to
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Ecumenical activity in Kharkiv. PHOTO: RISUUA

assistin prisoner exchanges,and
issuing a declaration that the ac-
tions of Russian soldiers in the
Kyiv region (Bucha) constituted
genocide. There has also been a
lot of informal ecumenical activ-
ity on the ground: for example,
clergy from the Roman Catholic
Church and Orthodox Church
of Ukraine have been co-oper-
ating to provide pastoral care
to wounded soldiers and assist
refugees at train stations in the
Kharkiv region. Theological stu-
dents from both UGCC and OCU
seminaries collaborated in mid-
April to produce a video appeal
to their counterparts in Russia
to let them know the truth about
events in Ukraine and call on
them to pray for peace.

The Ukrainian Greek-Cath-
olic Church, because so many
of its parishes are concentrated
in the western regions of the
country, has played a crucial
role in hosting refugees and dis-
placed people of all denomina-
tions. Monasteries and parish
churches provide temporary
housing, first aid, food, and pas-
toral support. Parish priests
and their flock are learning on
the fly how to manage the logis-
tics of receiving and distribut-
ing humanitarian aid donated

by Catholic aid groups around
the world, especially Caritas.
Meanwhile, on March 25 for the
feast of the Annunciation, Pope
Francis invited Catholic bish-
ops around the world to pray a
solemn Act of Consecration of
Russia, Ukraine, and all human-
ity to the Immaculate Heart
of Mary. Major Archbishop
Sviatoslav had been requesting
this act since the outbreak of
war in 2014. Although this long-
awaited move was well-received
by Catholics in Ukraine, and
Sviatoslav declared that this
was “the moment when we be-
lieve that good will win through
the prayers of the Mother of
God,” other observers suggested
that by implying the Pope’s uni-
versal authority, the Act would
cool ecumenical relations with
the Russian Orthodox Church.
Indeed, the war has also
sharpened pre-existing religious
conflict, especially the tensions
between the UOC-MP and the
autocephalous OCU. Patriarch
Kirill's forceful support of the
invasion has reinforced sus-
picions that the UOC-MP is a
vector for Vladimir Putin’s “Rus-
sian World” ideology in Ukrain-
ian society and has placed its
leaders, priests, and laity in a
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difficult position. On the day
of the invasion, the head of the
UOC-MP, Metropolitan Onufriy
(Berezovs’kyi), deplored the
“fratricidal war” and expressed
support for those defending the
“sovereignty and integrity of
Ukraine.” For many observers,
this swift and pro-Ukrainian re-
sponse came as a surprise: since
the beginning of the 2014 war in
the Donbas, Onufriy had tried
to stand above the conflict, em-
phasizing that the UOC-MP had
parishesin all regions and could
serve as a force for peace. Such
a peace-building narrative has
become more difficult to sustain
following the full-scale invasion.

Blessing of a Ukrainian defender in a
Kharkiv UOC-MP. PHOTO: RISUUA



The famously devout member
of the UOC-MP, world champion
boxer Oleksandr Usyk, had pub-
licly opposed the formation of
the OCU and endorsed Onufriy’s
peace-building theme. Now, he
rushed home tojoin the Kyiv Ter-
ritorial Defence Force. Calls to
reconsider the relationship with
the Russian Orthodox Church
have sounded from inside and
beyond the church. Within days,
Onufriy authorized bishops to
allow priests to drop the usual
commemoration of Patriarch
Kirill in the liturgy. And at the
end of May, an informal “listen-
ing” meeting of clergy and laity
gathered to discuss problems
in church life elicited by the
war: the trickling away of par-
ishes to the OCU and tensions
between members who demand
greater independence and those
who strive to preserve church
unity for fear of threatening the
grace of apostolic succession.
The gathering unexpectedly de-
clared itself a church council
condemning Patriarch Kirill’s

UGCC and OCU seminarians collaborated in mid-April to produce
a video appeal to their counterparts in Russia. PHOTO: RISUUA

position, changed the UOC’s
statutes to remove the require-
ment that Moscow approve its
choice of metropolitan, and
called for negotiations with the
OCU for church unity. How this
assertion of “full independence
and autonomy” without a for-
mal break will play out remains
to be seen.

Tension over transfers of
parishes from the UOC to the
OCU has flared up since the
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war’s start and the OCU claims
that 400 parishes joined its
ranks in the first 90 days of the
war. Nevertheless, the expecta-
tion of a flood of transfers has
not been borne out. Ordinary
believers in the thousands of
UOC churches are often more
concerned with local attach-
ments to their priest and their
parish, and relatively unaware
of or indifferent to wider affili-
ations. Many communities in
the war-torn east face immedi-
ate challenges of the exodus of
refugees, ministering to those
who remain, and rebuilding of
damaged buildings. But, as an-
thropologist Catherine Wanner
suggests, this indifference to
denominational labels—before
the war, more Ukrainians con-
sidered themselves “just Ortho-
dox” than members of either the
OCU or UOC-MP—will surely be
a major religious casualty of the
war, as the conflicts politicizes
religious identification.

Heather Coleman is Director
of the Research Program on
Religion and Culture, Canadian
Institute of Ukrainian Studies at
the University of Alberta
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Women and
the War in Ukraine

By Lisa Shymko
Submitted May 2022

rom the moment Russia attacked Ukraine
on February 24 of this year, women have
emerged as both tragic victims of war as
well as heroic leaders resisting this unjust
war of aggression against the Ukrainian people.

In many ways, Russia’s war on Ukraine is a
war on Ukrainian women. A sizeable number of
people fleeing the conflict as refugees are Ukrain-
ian women—mothers escaping with their chil-
dren, along with the elderly. Forced to abandon
their homes in cities under siege, they are obliged
to leave behind their husbands and fathers, who
are required to remain in Ukraine to defend their
homeland. And so, while men ages 18 to 60 are left
behind to fight, Ukrainian women displaced in for-
eign countries now carry a dual burden—both car-
ing for family members and working to financially
support them. These vulnerable women face the
danger of human trafficking and sexual assault.
In the first month of the war, attacks on Ukrain-
ian refugee women by men, who assaulted them in
places where they sought shelter, were reported in
both Poland and Germany.

But an even more horrific reality faces the mil-
lions of women who have remained in Ukraine.
These potential victims include those who refuse
to abandon their aging parents, widows with no
living relatives, families trapped in cities where
escape is nearly impossible, and women unable to
travel due to health conditions.

It is these women who risk being subjected
to the most horrendous crimes, because Russian
forces have been systematically using sexual vio-
lence as a weapon of war.

According to Ukrainian Member of Parliament
Lesia Vasylenko, elderly women, unable to escape
from areas occupied by Russian Armed Forces,
were either raped and executed, or committed
suicide. Sadly, a substantial number of brutal in-
cidents took place in the outskirts of Kyiv, where
Russian and Chechen forces terrorized the lo-
cal population. In one incident alone, 25 women
and girls were confined at gunpoint and raped by

IKIHKM |
BIMHA B YKpaiHI
Hamucana Jlecs IlIumko
TpaseHnv 2022 p.

MOMEHTY Hamnapny Pocil Ha Ykpalny 24 to-

TOTO IIbOTO POKY >XIHKHU CTalM SIK Tparid-

HUMHU >XepTBaMU BiMfHY, TakK i TepOIYHUMU

JiepaMy, Kl YMHATH OIIip 111l HecIIpaBe[-
NUBiY 3arapbHUIIBKIN BilfHI IIpOTH YKpaiHCHKOTO
Hapopay.

Barato B yoMy BiltHa Pocil npotu YkpaiHu —
Ile BilfHa NpPOTU YKPAalHCBKUX >XXIHOK. 3HA4HY
KinbKicTh JIofme, siki TiKaoTh Bif KOHQIIIKTY SIK
6iKeHIli, CKIAAOTh YKPAalHCHKi XiHKM — MarTe-
Pi, fKi BTiKaloTh pa3oM 3 OiTbMU 1 3 JIIOObMU I10-
XWUJIOTO BiKy. BUMYyIlleHi IIOKMHYTU CBOI JOMIiBKU
B MicTax, fiKi nmepebyBaroTb B 005103i, BOHU 3MYy-
IIIeHi 3aJIMIIUTU CBOIX YOJIOBIKIiB i 6aTBKiB, gki
3060B'13aH] numaTucsa B YKpaiHi I 3aXUCTy
pinHol 3eMiii. ToMy, SKIIIO YOJIOBIKM BikoM Bif 18
Io 60 samuIInMInCs BOIOBAaTH, YKPAIHCBKI JXIHKY,
IepeMillleHi 3a KOPJOH, Telep HeCyTh IIOABIMHUN
Tarap — i Typbora mpo uneHiB ciM’, i ix pinancoBa
nigTpuMKa. Lli BpasnuBsi )KIHKM CTUKAIOThCS 3 He-
6e3meKol0 TOPriBili JIIOIPMU Ta CEKCYAJIBHUM Ha-
CUJIBCTBOM. Y IepIINN Mics1lb BiHU K y [Tosbij,
Tak i B HiMeuunHi IOBiIOMIISIIOCS IIPO HAalay 4o-
JI0BiKiB Ha YKPalHCHKMX XXKiHOK-O1>KeHOK Y MiCIIfIX,
Ile BOHY ITyKajIu IIPUTYJIKY.

OpgHaK, MiJIBMOHU >XIHOK, SKi 3aJIMIIINJIVICSI B
YKpaiHi, CTUKAIOTLCS 3 IIe HLIBII XaXIUBOIO pe-
anbHicTIO. [0 TUX MOTEHIIWNHUX >XEPTB BXOISATH
Ti, XTO BIIIMOBJIIETBCSI KAUHYTU CBOIX CTapiloumx
6aThKiB, BHOBM 6€3 )XUBUX POAUUIB, CiMi, IKi ITO-
TpalWwiIu B IIACTKY y MicTax, Jle BTe4da Maibke He-
MOXXJIMBA, a TAaKOX >XiHKY, IKi He MOXYTh II0OJOPO-
JKyBaTH Yepes IIOTaHUM CTaH 300POB’sL.

Came 11l >XKIHKM pU3BUKYIOTh CTaTU >XepTBaMU
HalDKaxXJIUBIIINX 3JIOYMHIB, OCKUJIBKM POCINCHKI
Bilicbka CHCTEMAaTUYHO BUKOPHUCTOBYIOTH CEKCY-
aJIbHE HACWJILCTBO sIK 30poto BiliHU.

3a cjioBaMU HapOAHOIO fleltyTaTa YKpainu Jleci
BacuneHko, JIiTHI >XiHKUY, IKi He 3MOLJIX BTEKTU 3
palioHiB, OKYIIOBaHUX POCIiCbKUMU 36poiHVMU
cwiamy, 6ynu abo srBanToBaHi Ta cTpaveHi, abo
ITOKiHYMIIN )XUTTS camorybcTBoM. Ha »xanb, 3Hau-
Ha KUIBKICTh >XOPCTOKMX IHIIUIEHTIB cTajacs
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International law and human rights attorney Amal Clooney
and Ukraine’s Ambassador to the UN, Serhiy Kyslytsya, meet
to discuss prosecuting Russia for committing crimes against
humanity in Ukraine. PHOTO CREDIT: UKRAINIAN MISSION TO THE UN

Russian soldiers in the cellar of a house in the Kyiv
suburb of Bucha. Lyudmyla Denisova, Ombuds-
man of Ukraine, has documented countless cases
of gang rape, rape of mothers in front of their chil-
dren, rape of young girls and boys in front of their
mothers, as well as sexual attacks followed by sum-
mary executions. The UN war crimes investigator
has said that the cases already under investigation
were just “the tip of the iceberg.” In April, a Ukrain-
ian government hotline for reporting rape and sex-
ual assault at the hands of Russian troops received
400 calls in just two weeks.

Under international law, “rape and other forms
of sexual violence can constitute a war crime, a
crime against humanity, or a constitutive act with
respect to genocide.” Ukraine has formally declared
its intention to bring to justice those responsible
for these crimes. According to the Ukrainian gov-
ernment, experts have already identified almost
500 Russian soldiers, who committed these hein-
ous acts in Bucha. >

Ha okonunax KueBa, le pocifickki Ta 4edeHCBKI
CWJIM TepOPU3YBaJIM MiclleBe HacejleHHs. JIullle B
OHOMY BUIIAAKY 25 XiHOK Ta AiB4at OyJio saTpu-
MaHoO ITif, xysioM 36poi Ta 3rBaJITOBaHi pociichku-
MU cojijaTaM¥ y minBasii 6yZUMHKY B IlepeMicTi
Kuesa y Byui. Jlrommuna JeHncoBa, oMOymcMeH
YKpaiHW, 3aJlOKyMeHTyBajla He3JIiYeHHYy KiJb-
KiCTh BUIIAJKiB IPyIIOBOTO 3I'BAJITyBaHHS, 3IBall-
TyBaHHSI MaTepiB Ha odax IXHIX HiTel, 3TBaITy-
BaHHS MOJIOOUWX [iBYaT Ta XJONIIIB Ha o4Yax y
MaTepiB, a TaKOX CeKCyaJIbHMUX HalaliB i3 cyMap-
HUMHU po3cTpinamu. Ciniguuit OOH y cripaBax mpo
BIMCBHKOBI 3JIOUMHM CKa3as, 1[0 CIIpaBH, AKi Bxke
poscainyoTecs, 6ynu nuire “BepxiBkoro aricbep-
ra’. Y kBiTHI Ha YKpalHCBKY YpsILOBY rapsiay Ji-
Hilo 1 IOBiIOMJIEHB IIPO 3IBaJITyBaHHS Ta CeK-
cyainpHi Hamagy 3 60Ky pociichbKUX BiICBKOBHX
Hagiio 400 O3BiHKIB IMIlIe 32 ABa TUXKHI.
3rifHO 3 MiXHaApPOJHWM IIpaBOM, ‘SI'BaITY-
BaHHS Ta iHII GOPMU CeKCyaIbHOTO HACHUJILCTBA
MOXYTb CTAaHOBUTHU BiliICBKOBUI 3JI0YUH, 3JI0YUH
IIPOTH JIIOJICTBA 260 BU3HAYAJIBHUI aKT LIOA0 Te-
Houupny”. YkpaiHa odilifiHo 3asBMIa PO HaMip
INPUTATHYTHU [0 BiAIIOBIAAIBPHOCTI BUHHUX Y LIUX

Tetiana Chornovol, former journalist, now a
commander of a Ukrainian anti-tank missile
guided system. PHOTO CREDIT: CYBOTA NEWS
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It is worth noting that renowned human rights
lawyer Amal Clooney—wife of actor George Cloon-
ey—has joined an international legal task force
dedicated to investigating evidence of war crimes
committed by Russian forces in Ukraine. In fact,
the Clooney Foundation for Justice already has
a team on the ground in Ukraine collecting evi-
dence with the aim of bringing the perpetrators to
justice.

But notwithstanding these horrible stories of
violence and barbarism, Ukrainian women are also
playing important leadership roles, both on the
battlefield and in the corridors of power.

Although the vast majority of Ukraine’s military
is made up of men, before Russia invaded Ukraine,
some 32,000 women belonged to the country’s
armed forces. In fact, before conscription, nearly
a quarter of Ukraine’s military was female. Today,
these women patrol checkpoints and hold down
front lines, evacuate civilians, and provide crucial
care as combat medics.

There are also exceptionally brave women who
are directly involved in dangerous combat oper-
ations as part of Ukraine’s Territorial Defence
Forces. One such example is 42-year-old Tetiana
Chornovol, a former investigative journalist and
Ukrainian Member of Parliament who is current-
ly a commander of a Ukrainian anti-tank missile

37I0YMHaX. 3a JAaHUMU YKPalHCHKOTO ypsAAY, eKc-
IIepTU BXXe BCTaHOBWJIU Maibke 500 pocilicbKUX
BIMCBKOBUX, IKi BUMHUWIIM IIi XXKaxJIuBi Ail B Byuyi.

BapTo 3asHauuTy, IO BifOMMII IIpaBO3axucC-
HUK AMane KiyHi, gpy»uHa akTtopa [I>kopmxa
KnyHi, npuenHaacs 0,0 MiXXHapogHOI OpUIUYHOL
TPy, sKa 3aliMaeTbCS PO3CIiLyBaHHAM [OKa-
3iB BIJICbKOBUX 3JIOYWHIB, CKOEHUX POCIVICHKUMU
cwiaMu B Ykpaili. HacnpaBgi, ®orpg Knysi “3a
CITpaBeJIMBICTE BXXe Ma€ Ha MiCIIgX B YKpaiHi KO-
MaH[Yy, sika 361pae qoKas3y 3 MEeTOI0 IIPUTATHEHHS
BUHHUX [0 BiIITOBiIA/JIBHOCTI.

[IpoTe, He3BaXkarO4U Ha 11l )KaxJIUBI icTopil ITpo
HaCUJIbCTBO Ta BapBapCTBO, YKPalHCBKI >XiHKU
TaKOX BiirpaloTh BaOXKJIVBI JIiZIEPChHKI poili 9K Ha
oJti 6010, Tak i B KOpUIOpaxX BIAIU.

Xouga nepeBakHa 6inbLIiCTh YKpaiHCHKUX Bili-
CbKOBMX CKJIaJA€THCS 3 YOJIOBIKiB, 0 BTOPTHEHHS
Pocii B Ykpainy 61msbko 32 000 >iHOK HaJieXxaiu
Ilo 36poHUX cwI KpaiHu. PaKTUYHO, 4O IIPU30BY
Ha BiliCbKOBY cIIy K6y Maihke YBEpTh YKPAalHCHKUX
BIMICBKOBUX cKJamaau >XiHku. ChoromHi IIi >KiH-
KU TIaTPYJII0I0Th KOHTPOJIBHO-TIPOITYCKHI MYHKTU
Ta YTPUMYIOThH JIiHil0 QpPOHTY, €BaKyOITh MUp-
HUX JXUTeJIB Ta HaJlaloTh BXKJIVMBY JOIIOMOTY SK
6010B1 MeIVIKU.

€ 11 BUMHITKOBO CMIJIMBI XiHKU, ki 6esmoce-
peZHBO 6epyThb y4acTh y HebeameuHux 60HOBUX

HAIIIA JOPOT'A ¢ NASHA DOROHA - Subscription Form
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unit, responsible for destroying Russian tanks
in the outskirts of Kyiv. Chornovol’s husband,
Mykola Berezovyi, was killed in 2014, fighting Pu-
tin's proxies in eastern Ukraine. In the last two
months, Tetiana is credited with destroying two
Russian tanks—a Soviet-era BM-27 Hurricane
and a BTR-50.

Mother and daughter, Veronika and Natalia Popozohlo,

both serve in a Territorial Brigade. PHOTO: BICHIMK ONLINE

There are also countless Ukrainian women
serving alongside their husbands and several
cases of mothers and daughters serving together,
as in the case of Natalia and Veronika Popozohlo.
Prior to Russia’s attack, Natalia was a successful
fashion designer in the western Ukrainian city of
Lutsk. Natalia’s hus-
band, a lieutenant
colonel, was already
in active military ser-
vice. But after a Rus-
sian air strike hit her
town, she decided to
join those who were
actively  defending
Ukraine. Natalia of-
ficially enlisted, tak-
ing her daughter with
her as a volunteer.
Both now serve with
the 100th Detached
Territorial Brigade in
Volyn. Other brave young women in uniform are
even risking their lives defending the besieged city
of Mariupol.

Women are also playing an important role in
the information war on the world stage on be-
half of Ukraine. These civil society advocates
are comprised of women who are former gov-
ernment officials, community leaders, as well
as military veterans. They include such women

Left: 21 year-old, Kateryna, from Ternopil, on her motorcycle before
the war. Right: Kateryna now—one of the heroic defenders of the
besieged city of Mariupol, sheltering in the Azovstal steel plant.

IisiX y CcKJIafi BilficbK TepuTopianbHOI 060poHU
Ykpairu. OOgHUM i3 Takux NpUKIaLiB € 42 pid-
Ha TerssHa YOpHOBOJI, KOJIMIIHS >XypPHaJIiCTKa-
posciliyBad, HapoOOHUM [ellyTaT YKpalHW, sKa
HVHI € KOMaHAUPOM YKpalHCBKOIO IPOTUTAHKO-
BOTO paKeTHOIO MiIpo3Aiily, BiAIIOBIIAJIBHOIO 3a
3HUIIEHHS POCIMChKMX TaHKIB Ha IACTyIax Ao
Kuesa. YomnoBik YopHoBoj, Mukona BepesoBuit
6yB ybutnii y 2014 poiii, BOIWOYHU 3 TOBipeHUMU
ocobamu IlyTiHa Ha cxoxmi YkpaiHu. 3a ocTaHHI
IBa Micani TeTSHI NIPUIMIUCYIOTh 3HUILLEHHS IBOX
POCIVICBKUX TaHKIB — pagsgHcbkoro BM-27 Yparan
i BTP-50.

€ Tako)X HesJliueHHa KIJIBKICTh yKpalHCBKUX
JKIHOK, IKi CJTy>KaTh pa3oM 31 CBOIMU YOJIOBIKaMU
1 xiyIbKa BUIMAAKIB, KOJIX MaTepi ¥ JOHBKU CIIy-
>KaTh pasoM, K y BUNaakKy 3 Haramiero Ta Bepo-
Hikoro [Tommozorso. [To Hanagy Pocii Haranist 6yna
YCHIIITHUM MOJeJIbEPOM Y 3aXifJHOYKPalHCEKOMY
micTi Jlynek. YomoBik Hartaii, HifITOJIKOBHUK,
yxe ItepebyBaB Ha [IilicHIN BificBKOBIN ciry»6i.
[Ticna ymapy pociicekol aBialii mo 11 MicTy BoHa
BUpIIINMIIa IPUENHATUCS 10 TUX, XTO aKTUBHO 3a-
xuIaB Ykpainy. Hartania odiniiHo 3anucanacs,
B3SIBIIY JOHBKY 3 06010 BosloHTepoM. ObuBi 3a-
pas cayxartk y 100-iif TepuropianbHi Opuraxi
Ha BosmmHi. Innii Big-
Ba)XXKHI MoJIOIl >XiHKU
B IIOrOHaX HaBIiTb pU-
3UKYIOTBb XUTTSM, 3a-
XUIapdu  obioxeHe
MicTo Mapiymosns.

JKiHKM TakoXX Bif-
irparoTh BaXXJIUBY
ponb B iHdopMmariiii-
Hi¥ BIilMHI Ha CBITOBIN
apeHi Bif iMeHi YKpa-
IHK. o [UX 3aXUCHU-
KiB TpOMaIsTHCBKOTO
CyCIIJIbCTBA BXOISATH
JXKIHKU, SIKi € KOJIMIITHI-
MU [epXaBHUMU UU-
HOBHUKaMU, JIiflepaMy IpoMafi, 2 TaKOX BeTepa-
HaMWU BilicbKOBOI ciry»x6u. Cepep, HUX Taki xKiHKH,
K HapojHi menyTtaTu YkpalHu Jlecs BacumeHko
Ta Kipa Pynuk, a Takox 'anHa l'onko (kOIMIITHI T
HapOOHUI JellyTaT, rojioBa KoMiTeTy BepxoBHOI
Pagu Ykpainu i3 3akopmoHHuX cmpas), [apis
KaneHok (BuKOHaBuYMil mupekTop LleHTpy Ipo-
tuaii kopymiii), Mapist BepiiHcbka (akTuBicTKa
3a ImpaBa XiHOK-BeTepaHiB), Ta Mapis [TeTpuuina
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March 5, 2022: Katarzyna Pisarska (Warsaw Security Forum) hosts a meeting in Poland between US Secretary of
State Anthony Blinken (second from right) and leading Ukrainian women activists: Olena Halushka, Hanna Hopko
and Daria Kaleniuk to discuss Ukraine’s humanitarian and security needs. PHOTO COURTESY OF HANNA HOPKO

as Ukrainian MPs Lesia Vasylenko and Kira
Rudyk, as well as Hanna Hopko (former MP and
Head of Ukraine’s parliamentary foreign affairs
committee), Daria Kaleniuk (Executive Direc-
tor of the Anti-Corruption Action Centre), Maria
Berlinska (a women veterans’ rights activist), and
Maria Petryshyn (co-founder of the Ukrainian
Women Veterans’ ReHub in Lviv).

Determined female activists have worked tire-
lessly, speaking to the international media and ap-
pearing in Washington, Warsaw, Paris, and other
capitals to meet with Western leaders to urge the
global community to increase sanctions on Rus-
sia and do more to save Ukrainian lives. In the
words of activist Daria Kaleniuk: “The six-year-old
Ukrainian boy who now visits his mother’s grave
in the backyard of his home does not want to hear
about bureaucracy as an excuse for not delivering

(cmmiB3acHOBHMIIA IIeHTpPy peabimiTanii ykpais-
CBKUX )XiHOK-BeTepaHiB y JIbBOBI).

Pinry4i akTMBiCTKY HEBTOMHO ITpaIj0BajIy, BU-
cTymnaovy Ha MbxHapogHux 3MI Ta 3'aBIsII09nCch
y Bammnurroni, Bapmasi, [Tapuxki Ta iHIIUX cTO-
IUNAX, 1106 3yCcTpiTHCA i3 3aximHUMU JIilepaMy,
06 3aKJIWKATU CBITOBY CIIJIBHOTY IIOCHJINTH
caHkilii mpotu Pocii Ta 3pobuTu 6inbire gis mo-
PATYHKY XXKUTTS yKpaiHIIiB. 3a CJIOBAaMU aKTUBICT-
ku Hapii Kanerntok: “[llecTupiudnil yKpaiHChKUH
XJIOIIYMK, IKUM 3apas BiiBilye MOTMJIy MaTepi Ha
nonBip’i cBoro 6ynuHKY, He Xo4de I UyTH IIpo Oro-
poKparTiio K IIpUBifL, AJig HeHaJaHHS BiiICbKOBOI
IOITOMOTr'M, HeobXigHoI Ay 3axucTy Ykpainu. Mu
6y1araemMo HaIIWX 3aXiJHUX IapTHEPIB HE CTOSITU
OCTOpPOHb, IOKU YKpaiHIli TMHYTh, 3aXUIAl04uU
cBobonmy €Bponu. JorroMoxiThk YkpaiHi 3apas”.

Ha mouatky 6epesnst 1i BigBepTi ykpaiHCBHKI
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the military assistance needed to protect Ukraine.
We beg our Western partners not to stand by while
Ukrainians die to protect Europe’s freedom. Help
Ukraine now.”

In early March, these outspoken Ukrainian fe-
male activists received world attention when they
confronted British Prime Minister Boris Johnson,
European leaders, and officials in Washington
with emotional pleas, urging Western nations to
do more. During a private meeting in Warsaw with
US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken, a delega-
tion of Ukrainian women leaders pressed the US
and its NATO partners to help Ukraine close its
skies to prevent missiles from destroying homes,
schools, and hospitals—and killing countless inno-
cent civilians.

In a poignant act of silent protest at the start
of the war, Ukrainian women placed rows of 109
empty strollers in Lviv’s old town square to rep-
resent the innocent children killed by Russian
attacks. The women organizers of the event said
they wanted the international media stationed in
Lviv to visualize the human cost of the war and the
need for better aerial defence to stop Russian air
and missile attacks on civilian targets.

Thankfully, most of the Free World has re-
sponded to these appeals, by providing Ukrainians
with urgent humanitarian and military assistance,
and by imposing severe sanctions on Russia.

Today, as Ukraine heroically fights to defend
its liberty and independence to protect the values
shared by all freedom-loving democracies, let us
not forget the immense sacrifices being made by
Ukrainian mothers, wives, sisters, and daughters.
And let us be grateful for the passionate voices
of Ukrainian women whose advocacy is playing a
vital role in rallying the international community
to stand with Ukraine.

Glory to Ukraine! Glory to Ukraine’s valiant
women!

Lisa Shymko is a Canadian political scientist,
journalist, and Chair of the Peterson Literary Fund.
She is President of the Ukraine Support Fund

and serves as Vice-President of the UCWLC,
Toronto Eparchy.

aKTUBICTKM IIPUBEPHY/IM CBITOBY YyBary, KOJIU
BOHH IIPOTUCTOSUIN IIpeM ep-MiHicTpy Benukobpu-
TaHil Bopucy [I)KOHCOHY, €BPOIIeMICBKUM JIijepaM
Ta YWHOBHUMKAM y BallIMHITOHI 3 eMoLiHUMU
6araHHSIMY, 3aKJIVKAIOYM 3aXigHiI KpaiHu pobu-
T 6inpire. [1if gac mpuBaTHoOi 3ycTpivi y Bapiasi
3 pgepxxcekpetapeMm CIIA EntoHi brinkeHoM, nOe-
Jlerallig YKpalHCBKMX >XIHOK-JIiZlepiB TUCHYJIa Ha
CIIIA Ta ixHix mapTHepiB mo HATO, mo6 BoHU Ao-
IoMornu YKpaiHi 3akpuTu cBoe Hebo, o6 3armo-
6irTu pyiiHyBaHHIO OYIMHKIB, IIKiJ Ta JIikapeHb
pakeTaMy Ta BOMBCTBY He3JIiUeHHUX HEBUHHUX
MUPHUX >XUTEIB.

B 3BOpYIIINBOMY aKTi MOBYAa3HOIO IIPOTECTY
Ha [I0YaTKy BiMHU, YKpalHCBKi XXIHKU PO3MICTUINA
psanou o 109 mopoXxHiX KOJISCOK Ha IUIOLII CTapo-
ro Mmicra JIpBoBa, 06 IIpeCTaBUTU HEBHHHUX
IiTed, ybutux pociiickkumu artakamu. JKiHKU-
opraHisaTopu 3axopy 3asBWIH, 0 XO4yTh, 1106
MibxHapopHi 3MI, ki mepebyBatoTh y JIBOBI, Bizy-
aJTisyBasIv JIOACHKY IIiHY BifiHU Ta HeobximHicTh
Kpaloi MpoTUIOBITPsIHOI 060poHY, 11106 3yIIUHU-
TV POCIVICHKI ITOBITPSHI Ta paKeTHI aTaky Ha Liyv-
BUIBHI 06’eKTH.

Ha macTs, 6inpmiicts BUIbHOTO CBIiTY Bimpea-
TyBaJla Ha IIi 3aKJIMKHW, HaJaBIIM YKPAIHIIAM Tep-
MIHOBY I'yMaHITapHy Ta BiliCBKOBY [OIIOMOIY, Ta
BBiBIIIM CyBoOpi caHKIIiI mpoTu Pocii.

CroromHi, ko YkpaiHa repoiuHo 6opeThbcs
3a CBOIO CBOOOIY Ta HE3AJIEXHICTb, 3aXUIIAI0YU
LIIHHOCTI, SIKi MOINISTIOTH yci BoJenmobHi memMoKpa-
Tii, maBaiiTe He 3abyBaTV IIpO BeJM4Ye3Hi XKepT-
BY, Ha SIKi MM yKpalHCBKiI MaTepi, IpPy>XUHY,
cectpu Ta pmouku. | paBaiite 6ymemo BOsUHI 3a
MaJIKi roJIocu YKpalHChKUX >KIHOK, YUl afBOKaT-
ChbKa [igJIbHICTh Bifjirpa€e )XUTTEBO BaXXJIUBY POJIb
y 3rypTyBaHHI MDKHapOAHOI CIIJIBHOTU Ha IIif-
TPUMKY YKpalHMU.

CnaBa VYkpaini! CmaBa pobiecHUM >KiHKam
Ykpainu!

Jleca LLIMMKO — KaHaOCbKMIM MOJITOSIOTN, XXYPHaICT,
ronosa JlitepatypHoro ¢oHay imeHi lNiTepcoHa.
BoHa e npe3snpeHTtom @oHay MiATPUMKM YKpaiHM
Ta e [Nepwa 3acTynHuua ronosu JIYKXXK enapxii
TopoHTo.

Psalm 16:8

“I have set the Lord always before me. Because He is at my right hand, | will not be shaken'”
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Ukraine: Impressions
of a Volunteer

By Dafna Rachok
Submitted April 2022

woke up because my dog was restless. Usually,
she sleeps like a log through the whole night
and is respectful of my sleep. Something was
off.

It was the morning of February 24th. There
were no air raid sirens in Horenka, the village I
was in. But you could already hear odd sounds
from afar. Those were explosions. They would
get closer and closer to us that day.

Horenka is a village north of Kyiv. It borders
Kyiv on one side and Hostomel on the other. My
parents bought a house here some ten years ago.
They wanted to live closer to nature, so they
moved away from bustling city life in Kyiv to
here. It is peaceful and beautiful here: there is a
nice pine forest and a few lakes nearby. Usually
at this time of year, it smells of pine trees, a little
bit of sand, and of the snow that is melting.

On February 24th, though, it smelled of fire
and smoke. Those were brought by the Russian
helicopters and war planes that were flying close
by, trying to seize the Hostomel airfield. Turns
out, this airfield was key to the Russian plans of
seizing Kyiv.

On February 24th, at around 3 pm, we took the
dog, started the car, and left. We picked up some
friends on the way out of Kyiv, packing into an
SUV five people and three dogs. We didn't know
it yet, but we would drive 26 hours to safety.

In one instant, February 24th turned me from
a Ukraine-born Ph.D. student, doing dissertation
research in Ukraine, into an internally displaced
person.

The two weeks between us leaving Horenka
and starting our small-scale volunteer operation
were punctuated with guilt, hate, and restless-
ness. Hate, I think, you understand. Hate is, I
think, a natural response to not knowing wheth-
er your parents’ house still stands and whether
your friends and colleagues from Kharkiv, Ma-
riupol, and Sumy evacuated and are alive. This
hate was also something that gave birth to rest-
lessness, to constant need for action. And there
was also guilt that eats you alive. I felt guilty for

YKpaiHa:
BpaxkeHHa BonoHTepa

HJadHa Pagok
Ksimenv 2022 p.

IIPOKMHYJIACS Yepes Te, 1110 Mosi cobaka byia
HeCIOKiMHOI. 3a3BU4Yall BOHA CIMUThL LTy
Hi4, IK KOJI0f[a i 3 IIOBArol0 CTaBUThCHA [0
Moro cHy. lTlock 6yio He Tak.

ByB paHok 24 moToro. ¥ I'opeHili, B cejli B SIKO-
My S 3Haxofusacs, He 3By4aJIl CUPeHU IOBiTpSHOI
TpuBOTHU. AJle 3gasieka 0yJio 4YyTHO OUBHI 3ByKU. Lle
6ynu Bubyxu. Toro gHs BOHM HabIVDKaIKUCS A0 Hac.

l'opeHka — ceso Ha iBHIY Bi KueBa. BoHO Mexye
3 KueBom 3 omHOoro 60Ky, Ta 'ocToMeneM 3 iHIIIO-
ro. Moi 6aTpky Kynmwin TyT 6yAUHOK POKiB mecsaThb
TOMY. BoHM XOTinu >xutH 611rxde no IpUpoay, TOMY
Iepeixany Cclogy Bifl 6ypXIIMBOTO MiCHKOTO JXUTTS B
Kuesi. TyT cnokiliHO i KpacHMBO: TapHUU COCHOBUU
Jlic 1 kizbka o3ep HeNopaJlik. 3a3BUYall B I10 I1OPY
POKY TYT IIaXHe COCHaMU, TPIllIKU ITiCKOM, & TaKOX
TaHy4UM CHIroM.

OpHak 24 JII0TOr0 TXHYJIO BOTHEM 1 AUMOM. ix
IIpUBE3JIM POCINCBHKI TesliKOoIITepu Ta JIiTaku, Kl
MIpoJIiTasIX HeIlofajliK, HaMaralo4duCh 3aXONUTH
aepompoM y l'octomerni. BusaBiseTbcs, Lied aepo-
IpoM 6YB KJIFOUOBUM [JI1 pOCIiMICHKUX IIJIaHIB 3aX0-
njeHHsa Kuesa.

24 mrotoro 6mmspko 15:00 mu 3abpanu cobaxy,
3aBeiy MalllMHy I molxaau. Ha Buisni 3 Kuesa, mu
mipibpanm mpysis, 3allakyBaBIIM B ITO3AIIIIXOBUK
IT'SITHOX JIIOJIeH i Tppox cobak. Mu Iie He 3HAIU 10
6ymeMmo ixaTtu o 6esnegyHoro Micrs 26 roguH.

B ofHy MUTBH 24-Te JIIOTOTO IIEPETBOPUIIO MEHe 3
acIIipaHTKW, 1110 HapoAuiacd B YKpalHi i mpaljtoBaia
Haj, JucepTalli€lo B YKpalHi, Ha BHYTPIIIHBO IIepe-
MimieHy ocoby.

[IBa TYOKHI MDXX TUM, IK MU ITOKMHYIIU [opeHKY Ta
TIoYaJIY Hallly HeBeJIUKY BOJIOHTEPCHKY AiNbHICTB,
6ynu pospineHi IIOYyTTSAMM IIPOBUHU, HEHABUCTI i
HecIlokoeM. HeHaBUCTE s [yMalo BU MOXKETe 3p0o3y-
MiTu. HeHaBUCTE, 1 IyMalo, € IPUPOSHOIO peakIlielo
Ha Te, II[0 He 3HAELI, Y¥ JIOCi CTOITh OyIMHOK TBOIX
6aThKiB i UM eBakyoOBaIWCh, i UM KUBi Bami Apysi
Ta Kojleru 3 XapkoBa, Mapiynoins ta Cym. Ll HeHa-
BUCTB TaKOXX ITOPOJMJIA HECIIOKiH, ITOCTiMIHY IIoTpe-
6y B mii. A mie 6yyia BuHa, 110 3'imae Tebe >xuBIeM. 51
BiIYyBaJja IPOBUHY 3a Te, 110 MilllJIa. 3a Te, 1110 MaJjia
MOXXJIMBICTBL BUIxXaTHU. 3a Te, 10 >XUBA. >
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leaving. For having an opportunity to leave. And
for being alive.

Sunday, April 24th marked two months since
Russia launched its full-scale invasion (the ter-
minology is tricky. We often say “war,” but war has
been really going on since 2014). April 24th also
marked one-and-a-half months since my husband
and I started our small-scale volunteer operation.
At first, we were just bringing humanitarian aid,
tactical supplies, and medicine from Lviv to Kyiv.
But seeing how many requests for medical and
tactical supplies there are, we also started fund-
raising and sourcing things on our own.

You probably heard about the six handshakes
rule, right? I can vouch that the whole volunteer-
ing effort in Ukraine now is a testament to this
rule. A friend of a friend can help you buy pro-
tective gear (like bulletproof vests and helmets)
in the US. or in Sweden. Friends of another
friend of yours will help you bring medical sup-
plies from Turkey. And, certainly, there will be

hen St. John Paul II visited Ukraine in
WZOOI, he began his apostolic pilgrimage

with a prayer to Our Lady of Zarvanytsia,
asking for her intercession over all of Ukraine.

He prayed the prayer at the Greek-Catholic
Church of St. Nicholas in Kyiv, asking for the icon
to be brought there for the occasion.

Here is the prayer in which he invoked Our
Lady’s help in covering Ukraine in her mantle.

O Blessed Virgin Mary, Our Lady of Zarvanytsia,
| thank you for the gift of my visit to the
Kyivan Rus’
from where the light of the Gospel spread
through this whole region.

Here before your miraculous icon,

kept in this church of Saint Nicholas,

| entrust to you, Mother of God and Mother of
the Church,

my apostolic journey to Ukraine.

Holy Mother of God,

spread your maternal mantle over all Christians
and over all people of good will

who live in this great nation.

Lead them to your Son, Jesus,
who is for everyone The Way, The Truth
and The Life.

Iliei Hemimi, 24 KBiTHSI, BUIIOBHIOETHCS OBa Mics-
oi BigToxmi, gk Pocig posmodana cBoe€ IIOBHOMAC-
mrtrabHe BTOPrHeHHs (TepMiHosoriss HempocTa. Mu
YacTo roBOpUMO “BiifHA", ajie BiiffHa HacCIpaBAi TpU-
Bae 3 2014 poky). 24 KBITHSI TaKOXX BUITOBHIOETHCS
miBTOpa Micdlld, IK MU 3 YOJIOBIKOM pO3II0Yaiy He-
BeJIMKY BOJIOHTEPCBKY HisdJIpHICThb. CIIOYaTKy MU
npocto Bo3waM 3i JIbBoBa A0 KueBa rymaHiTapHy
IIOIIOMOTY, TAKTUYHi 3acobyu, MegukaMeHTU. OTHAK,
no6auumBILY, CKIZIBKY € 3alIMTIiB Ha MeOUKAaMEHTH i
TaKTUYHi 32c00U, MU TaKOXX IOYaIy 30MpaTH KOIITU
¥ LIyKaTU pedi CaMOCTIUHO.

By, HaneBHO, Yy/JM MIpO IIPaBUJIO ILIIECTU PYKO-
CTHCKaHb, UM He Tak? I MOXXy TapaHTyBaTH, 1110 BCSI
BOJIOHTepChKa OISJIbHICTE B YKpalHi 3apas € CBif-
4YeHHSIM IIbOTO IpaBuia. IpyT Apys3iB MoXke MOIIO-
MOTITH BaM KYIIMTY 3aXVCHe CIOPSII)KEHHS (Hapu-
KJ1az, 6poHexuseTu Ta moxoMu) y CIIA uu [IBerii.
[ pysi iHmIoro BaIoro Apyra JOIIOMOXYTh BaM IIpU-
Be3TH MenuuHi 3acobu 3 TypewumHu. Takox, 6es-
YMOBHO, IIpy3i OpyaiB, ski OyLyTh ocepefHVKaMU

Litany for Ukraine:
Holy Saints and Martyrs Pray for Peace

Blessed Vasyl Velychkovsky and the other 27 “new
martyrs of Ukraine,” pray for us.

St. Volodymyr, pray for us.

St. Olga, pray for us.

St. Anthony of the Caves, pray for us.
St. Josaphat, pray for us.

Sts. Cyril and Methodius, pray for us.

Our Lady, venerated as Mother of God at Zarvanytsia, the

“Place of Disruption,” pray for us.

Rise up, O Lord! Do not let mortals prevail;
let the nations be judged before you.
Put them in fear, O Lord;
let the nations know that they are only human.

(Psalm 9:19-20)

We fly to Your patronage, O Virgin Mother of God.

Despise not our prayers in our needs, but deliver us from

all dangers, since you alone are pure and blessed.

O most glorious Ever-Virgin Mary, the Mother of Christ
our God, accept our prayers and present them to Your

Son and our God, that for the sake of You, He enlighten
and save our souls.
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many more friends of friends who will be inter-
mediaries in this process: if you need to drive
cargo from Poland to Ukraine, friends will help
you. They will either do it themselves or find
someone who will. Friends of friends of friends
will also meet the cargo in Bucharest and drive
it to Chernivtsi. Then someone will either store
it until you get there or this someone will drive it
to you. Or this someone will put the boxes on an
overnight train for you to meet the said boxes in
the morning. It often feels like almost everyone
in Ukraine has become a volunteer. So people
often joke that even if you need a live dragon or
left ear of a unicorn, volunteers will find it and
send it to you. Just give them time.

By the way, I think I gained a few kilos since
we started our volunteering gig. Because when
people know that you're a volunteer, everyone
wants to feed you. You stop for anight atafriend’s
place—they feed you. You bring medical supplies
to people who ordered them—they already pre-
pared coffee and sandwiches. Everything is on
the table, waiting for you. And if you are too busy
to have coffee now, all the food will be carefully
packed for you to consume on the road. So this
is yet another reason why I want the war to end
soon—I cannot afford a new wardrobe.

AsIwaswriting it in the kitchen today, I heard
a sound of a war plane in the air. I was sincerely
hoping that this is a Ukrainian plane (and it prob-
ably indeed was “ours”—there was no air raid
siren at that moment). Moments like this are in-
credibly scary. You come to terms with your own
mortality and fragility: if you are unlucky and the
plane is not “ours” and drops something as it flies
over your house... you don't really stand a chance.
You are at the mercy of fate. What puzzles me,
though, is this: Russian pilots, POWs, admitted
that they dropped the bombs on the civilians
even though they saw that their destination co-
ordinates are a civilian and not a military object. I
cannot wrap my head around it. By this moment,
Iunderstand a lot of dark and negative emotions.
I understand hate. I understand vengeance. I still
cannot understand cold-blooded murder.

Yet, despite moments like these, I am glad I
stayed here. I happened to be away during the
most difficult part of the Maidan in 2014, and it
was horrible. I was glued to a live stream of the
protest 24/7. I was paralyzed and I couldn't do
anything else (I had a thesis to write then). It is

B IbOMY IIpolieci, 6yze HabaraTo 6inblire, TKII0 Bam
rmoTpibHO Be3TH BaHTax 3 Ilonpmii B YKpainy. [Ipysi
BaM IOIIOMOXYTb. BoHU abo 3pobiaTh 11e cami, abo
3HANIYTH TOTO, XTO Iie 3pobuTs. [Ipysi npy3iB Takox
3yCTpiHYTh BaHTak y ByxapecTi Ta BiiBe3yTh 10Oro
o YepHiBuis. Togi xTock abo 36epexe ioro, moku
BU He ITOTpaIuTe TyLH, abo 1eil XToch ITprBe3e Horo
BaM. ABO 1Iell XTOCh IIOCTAaBUTH SAIIVKU Ha HIYHUNI
IoTAr, o6 BM 3ycTpiim 3ramaHi Kopobku BpaHIIi.
YacTo 3paeThcsd, M0 Maibke Bcl B YKpalHiI cTanu
BOJIOHTepaMu. TOMy JII0[IY YacTO XKapTyIoTh, 1110 Ha-
BiTh SIKIIIO BaM IOTPibeH XUBUI IpakoH, abo jiBe
BYXO €IMHOPOTA, BOJIOHTEPY 3HANAYTH ¥oro i Hafmi-
LUTIOTH BaM. ITpocTo marite im 4ac.

o pedi, 1 mymaro, o Habpasa Kijsibka Kijiorpa-
MiB BifiTOAl, IK MU PO3II0YaJ/IM HAIlly BOJIOHTEPCBHKY
OignpHICTh. Lle yepes Te, 1110 KOJIU JIIOOV Oi3HAIOTH-
CsI 110 T BOJIOHTEP, yci XouyTh Tebe HaromyBaTu. Bu
3YIIUHSETeCd Ha HiY y Ipy3iB — BOHM Bac TOAYIOTh.
Bu npuHocUTe MegUKAMEHTU JIIOASIM, SIKi 1X 3aMOBU-
JI1 — BOHU B)XXe IIPUTOTYyBaIU KaBy Ta byTepbpomu.
Bce Ha cToii, yekae Ha Bac. SIKIII0 BU 3apa3 HaITo
3aMHATI i He MaeTe Yacy BUIIUTY KaBY, Bcs DKa byze
PeTenbHO 3aIlTaKOBaHa, 11100 BU MOTJIM CIOXKUTH 11 B
Ioposi. To  Ie ITfe oHA IPUYNHA, Y0MY 5 X0UY, 11106
BilfHa CKOpO 3aKiHUYMIacgd — 9 He MOXY J03BOJIUTH
cobi HoBUit rapzepob.

Komnu g croropHi nucana, CUAIYY Ha KYXHi, 5 T10-
4dyJjia y MOBITpl 3BYK BIMCBKOBOTO JIiTaka. §1 1mupo
CIofiiBajacs, 10 Ile YKpaiHChKUII JIiTak (a BiH, Ma-
6yTb, i cnpaBmi 6yB “Hamr” — IOBITPSIHOI TPUBOTH HA
TO¥ MOMeHT He 6yro0). Taki MOMeHTU HeNMOBipHO
cTpauHi. T¥ 3MUpseNIca 3 BJIACHOKIO TJIIHHICTIO Ta
BPa3JIMBICTIO: SIKIIO TOHi He TMOIACTUIIO, a JIiTaK He
“Hamr” i KMHe II0Ch, ITPOJIITAI0YN HaJ, TBOIM OyIuH-
KOM... Y Tebe HeMae >XOOHUX ITaHciB. Ty 37aelicsa Ha
MWIICTB J0J1i. MeHe cllaHTeIn4Yye OCh I110: pOCIMChKI
JILOTYMKY, BiliICbKOBOIIOJIOHEHi, BU3HAJIM, IO CKU-
manmu 60oMbU Ha MUPHUX >XUTENIB i 6aumiuy, mo Ko-
OpPOUHATU IXHBOTO IIPU3HAUYEHHS — 1le IIUBIIbHUH,
a He BilicbkoBUIl 00'€KT. I He MOXY Ie 3pO3yMIiTH.
B maHMiT MOMEHT 51 po3yMifo 6arato TeMHUX i Hera-
TUBHUX eMOIil. I po3yMilo HeHaBUCTb. § posyMito
TIoMCTYy. §1 ;oci He MOXy 3pO3yMiTU X0JI0JHOKPOBHO-
ro BOMBCTBA.

OpHak, He3BaXXawUM Ha Taki MOMeHTH, s pama
110 3ayuImyIacs TyT. Tak cTamocs 110 51 6yra ganexo
iz 4ac HalckIagHintoro yacy Mangany 2014 poky
i me 6ymno >xaxynmBo. f 6yna “nprukiieeHa” Ko IPsIMOil
TpaHcnAnii mporecty 24/7. {1 6yna Hade mmapanizoBa-
Ha i He Morsa pobuTu Hivoro iHimoro (B Toi dac s
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easier when you're on the ground. I swear. When
you are making a run through pharmacies, col-
lecting orders for medicine, looking for ballistic
glasses, etc,, it helps you focus. You focus on the
task at hand, you read fewer news articles, and
you don't think about the “big picture” that often.
It keeps you sane. It also helps that you try to
contribute to the war effort in any way you can.
It gives you some sense of purpose. And pride.
When you think, for instance, that our Ukrain-
ian fighter wears a bulletproof vest you care-
fully sourced and sent to the frontlines... Well, it
warms your heart. And inspires. It also gives you
strength to continue. And this is important.

My worst fear now is to become exhausted
from the war. No. My worst fear is that people
in the West become exhausted from the war. I
already see the first signs. Various talk shows
that at first readily dedicated a lot of airtime to
Ukraine, slowly scale it back and turn to other
issues. And surely, there are many other issues
to focus on. Unfortunately, this world is full of
suffering. Yet, it feels like betrayal. It feels like
the fact that Ukrainians die every day has been
normalized. Like these people have become un-
worthy of news. Even though every Ukrainian
fighter and every civilian who died deserve to be
remembered. They did not start the war. We did
not start the war. But we sure have to win it. We
should. For us, it is a matter of self-preservation.
We have to win to be able to rebuild and to heal.
We will grieve and we will heal. But we have to
win first.

Tomorrow we will have more things to distrib-
ute. This time, we have medicine, tourniquets,
clotting gauze, and other tactical medical sup-
plies. This makes me hopeful and carefully opti-
mistic. There is so much solidarity around! This
solidarity, by the way, is one of the many reasons
why we will win.

Dafna Rachok is a Ph.D. candidate at Indiana
University. She graduated from the University
of Alberta in 2018 with a master’s degree in
anthropology. A Ukrainian-born and North
American-educated anthropologist, she
started her dissertation research in Ukraine in
August 2021. Since February 24, she has been
become a volunteer in Ukraine to help the war
effort. Presently, her volunteer efforts take her
between Kryvyi Rih and Kyiv.

IpalfoBajga HaJl JUIUIOMHOI0 poboToio). Lle serire,
Koy nepebyBaemnr Ha Mici nomiit. 51 kirsHych. Konu
Bu Oiraere mo amnrekax, 36MpaeTe 3aMOBJIEHHS Ha
JIiKY, IIyKaeTe OIiCTUYHI OKYJISIpPH TOIIO, IIe HOIIO-
Marae BaM 30CepelUTHUCS. BU CKOHIIEHTPOBYETeCS
Ha [I0CTaBJIEHOMY 3aBIaHHI, UNTaE€Te MeHIIle HOBUH
i He Tak YacTo KyMaeTe IIpo “3arajbHy KapTuHy . Lle
IoroMarae BaM 36eperty 3mopoBUil ITy3z. Takox
JoroMarae, SKIIO BM HaMaraeTecs BHeCTU CBIilt
BKJIQ y BificbKOBI Iiii Oymp-ikuM criocobom. Lle mae
BaM BifUyTTS 3MICTY >XUTTA i ropaocTi. Hanpukiiaz,
KOJIM T IyMaell, [0 Halll YKpaiHChKui 60€lp Ho-
CUTH OpOHEXWIIET, IKUI TY peTelIbHO IIYKaB i Bif-
IIpaBUB Ha IepenoBy... Lle sirpiBae TBoe cepue. Lle
Hapuxae. lle Takox IJae BaM CUJIM IIPOJOBXYBAaTU.
Lle Ba)XJIMBO.

3apas s Hambinblme 6010CsT CTAaTH BHUCHAXEHOIO
BitiHo0. Hi. Haiibineite g 60r0cd 1o JII0OOU Ha 3axo-
IIi BUCH)XAThCS BiifHOI. 51 Bxe 6ady Ieplili 03HaKU.
PizHOMaHITHI TOK-1I0Y, IKi CIIOYaTKy OXo4e IIpUMIiI-
nu H6araTo edpipHOro yacy YkpaiHi, II0BoJIi CKOpOYy-
IOTh MOTO 1 ITIepeX0ATh [0 IHIINX T TaHb. 3BUYAHO
€ baraTo iHIITMX TeM, Ha SIKUX BapTO 30CEPEIUTHCS.
Ha >xanp, 1IeM CBIT CIIOBHEHMU CTpa)XIaHb. IIpoTe
Ile cXoXe Ha 3papy. Take BIAUYyTTd, WO YKpaiHI
BMUpAIOTh LIOOHS HOpMaJlisyBasiocs. Hade 11i monu
CTaJIM HeBapTUMU HOBUH. X04a KOXXeH YKPalHCbKUU
boerp i KOXXeH 3arubiuii IUBIIPHUI 3aCIIyrOBY-
I0Th Ha IaM siTb. He BoHM Ito4anu BiitHy. He Mu 110-
yanu Bi¥iHYy. Mu 060B'I3K0OBO IIOBMHHI BUrpaTtu. Mu
IToBUHHI. [I71 HAC Ile MUTAaHHA caMo3bepexxeHHs. Mu
IIOBVHHI IIEPEMOI'TH, 11106 MaTH MOXJIMBICTE BUAYXa-
TH Ta BimHOBUTHUCS. MU 6ygeMo cymyBaTy, Mu Oyze-
Mo ofy>yBaTy. CIloyaTKy MU ITIOBUHHI [IepEMOITH.

3aBTpa y Hac bygme 6inblire pedeil njs pospadi.
lIporo pasy MM Ma€MoO JIKHU, HKTYTH, 3ropTarda
MapJis Ta iHmmi TakTuaHi MeguyHi 3acobu. e Bcernse
y MeHe Hagio Ta obepexxHuil ontuMisM. HaBkoo
CTIJIBKM coJlimapHoOCTi. g comipapHicTh, IO pedi, €
onHi€l0 3 6araThoX IPUYVH, YOMY MU IIEPEMOXKEMO.

HadHa Pauok € KaHOMOATOM HayK B YHIBEPCUTETI
[HaiaHwW. Y 2018 poui BOHa 3akiH4YMNa yHiBepcuTeT
AnbbepTH, OTpMMaBLLM CTYMiHb MaricTpa
AHTpononorii. AHTPOMNONOT, AKa Hapoamnacs B
YKpaiHi 1 oTpymana ocBiTy B [liBHIYHIM AMepuLi,
po3moYana npauBaTh Had oMcepTaLlieto B YKpaiHi
y cepriHi 2021 poky. 3 24 ntoToro BoHa ctana
BONOHTEPOM B YKPaiHi, LLob gonomarat BiiCbKOBUM
notpebam. B gaHui yac ii BonoHTepcbka AisbHICTb
BinOyBaeTbcs Mixk KprBum Porom i Kuesom.
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YpuBku

Ha me)xoBin 3emni:
crnoragy 3 3akep30oHHS

Haranis JleonToBu4 Bamryk, Hata JleHko

Betyn
OkcaHa bawyk lenbypH
Konu s 6yna putuHoto, B MioHxeHi Ta BiHHinesi B
MOJIOBMHI MMHYNOro cToniTTa, Mo matmu Harania
JleoHTOBMY ballyk 3akpuBana aBepi cnasnbHi i nMcana
B MaJIeHbKiM 30LUMTi cCOpTy sikoro nicnsa [pyroi ceiTo-
BOI BilfHM He Oy/no B KaHaAcbKMX marasuHax. Hanmcani
CJI0Ba, NMoLuMproBanmncst Ha ApiObHMX cTopiHKax raset-
HOro narepy, Hibu XoTinn ykpinuTh cebe B 3micT, SKMI
BOHM Hecnu. baraTo pasiB g 6aumnaii B cnbo3sax.
Mama nwumcana npo 1945-46T1i poku. BoHa
3aj0KyMeHTOByBana Te, LUIO CTa/ocs, KoM BilHa
3aKiHuMnacs Ona OinbliocTi NoacTBa CBIiTY, ane
He OnAa Hei. He ana TMx Ha TpMAUATH KilOMeTpo-
BiM cMy3i 3emsii B3goBX HoBoro kopgoHy CPCP Ta
€sponu; ninia Kupsony Curzon Line.

Vilnius
L]

Gdarisk

Biatystok "~ JSparanowicZe

Py oBrzesc

Warsaw

Lublin,

Krakow
L]

THE CURZON LINE
——1921-1945 Poland’s boundary

HukTaTtop Mocun CTaniy 38onis, o6 HaceneHHs
3aKkep30HHSA 3HUKIIO Tak, ik Oyno 3pobneHo nig yac
lonogomopy, WTYYHUM rono[om skui cTpatus bing
10 minbroHiB ykpaiHuis: BumopayBsas ix 3 nmus 3emni
Wwob 3namaTn xpebeT Hapoay i 3aMiHUTKU He3anex-
HOro yKpaiHLs Ha coBiTcbkoro paba.

Boanock pas. He nokapanu. [laBai, 3HoBY NOBTO-
pumo! | B opyre He nokapanu 3noumnH. Apxe CraniH
Tenep Ha CTOPOHi NepeMoxLiB. [JocToMHa noauHa.
Coto3Huk! >

Excerpts from

The Borderland:
Memoirs from 1945-46

By Nata Lenko (Natalia Leontowych Bashuk)
Translated by her family with a Foreword from her
daughter Oksana Bashuk Hepburn

Foreword

When | was a child, living in Munich and then Winnipeg,
my mother Natalia Leontowych Bashuk, would close her
bedroom door and write in a little notebook not much
seen in the West after the Second World War. Her inked
words spread over the newsprint pages like a wall—as if
to fortify themselves for the weight of the content they
were to carry. Many times, | found her in tears.

Mama was recording what happened when the Second
World War ended for most people around the world, but
not for her. Not for anyone on the some-thirty-kilometres
strip of land defining the new Europe-USSR border with
the Curzon Line. In Ukraine this land beyond the new bor-
der was called Zakerzonnja.

Comrade Joseph Stalin wanted the population re-
moved from the territory so to cleanse the opposition to
his regime and to denationalize the land as he had done
during the Holodomor—his artificial famine that starved
some 10 million Ukrainians. Then as in the post-war per-
iod, the real estate was to become available to his new
apparatchiks. It worked back then without much con-
demnation from the rest of the world: why not repeat?

The post-war ethnic cleansing uprooted some 1.5 mil-
lion people from ancestral lands at the end of the gun.
Stalin called it “voluntary resettlement” and got away
with it again. After all, he was on the side of the angels,
the victors. And they said nothing.

The besieged population, led by the Ukrainian In-
surgent Army, resisted. Their efforts were eventually
crushed, but at a heavy price to Russia. To this day the
UPA’s resistance—like the stand against Russia’s occupa-
tion of Ukraine today—is smeared by the Kremlin and its
sympathizers around the world. Anyone who was against
the special operation called “repatriation” was a “Nazi.”

Today it's the same story. Putin has appointed himself
to denazify Ukraine with his “special operation.” He says
he must “exterminate” Ukrainians because they don't
want to be Russians! How little things change.

Often, while writing, mama would cry. Tears trickled
purple over the indelible-penciled words, slowly, the
way blood meanders from a cut. She called it the purple
streams “the spilled blood of my people.” >
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| HeponOOOK eTHIYHO 3HMWMB LWe 6au3bko
1,5 MinbioHa nogen 3 3akep3oHCHKOro Kpatko: 60 To
BOporun Hapogy; 6o To «Haumetun»; 60 MeHi BoacTb-
ca “noOpoBiNbLHO” BUrHATH iX 3 NpeaKiBCbKMX OOMIB.
3pobumo unm Tpeba, cunoto Un BGMBCTBOM.

CepianbHuiM Mopaep 3aneBHMB Lo Moro BOuBcTBa
He AWM [0 BiAOMCTBa cBiTa B OpyTanibHMiM cnocib:
MoBuM abo kyns B nob! A kopwucHi igioTn 3axony
BOJII/IN MOBYATH | He CynepeynTn COI3HMKOBI. | ug
nosuuia nie cborogHi ane uwe B OinblU XOPCTOKO.
CborogHi lNyTiH xoue “ekcTepmiHyBaTM” BCiX XTO
3BYTb cebe ykpaiHUAMU; XTO He xoue OyTu pyckui!
Llum pasom Tpeba kapaTtu. beamunocepnis kapatu
3a 3/10 iHaKLLe BOHO BiJ)XMBa€ i MOpaye.

Jlinisa Kep3oHy cTana npMyMHOIO YoMy 9 KaHaaKa.

Mun 3 mamoto Bukpanmca B 1946-Tim poui. IHWKMX
BMBE3NK, penartpitoBanu, nomoppysanu. Cena no-
ropinu, nicu nopy6anu wwob 3HULWKMTU YKpaiHCbKY
MoBcTaHcbky Apmito (YIA) — «6aHpepiBcbky 6aHay»,
ska pana Bifciy 3arapbHukam 3i 30poeto y pykax.

Yac BrikaTtu

Buxomxy mo Opyrol KiMHaTHU i Jalo BOJIIO CIBO3aM.
IoHs 3i MHoI0. [Ti1aueMo sk Hikoiu. [lock obpuBa-
€TBCS, 3JIOMJIIOETHCS ¥ TPYAAX. IIpokInHalo HeHa-
BHUCHY CHCTeMY, 110 “moOpoBinbHO” IIOBe3e MeHe Ha
IIOBUIBHY MOPaJIBHY i GisWUHYy CMepTh, “moOpoBinb-
HO” 3abepe y MeHe OUTHHY ¥ poOyvHY, ‘IoOpOBib-
HO” IIpUMYIIyEe MeHe KPUBUTHU LyIIElO0.

Uyio, AK 3a CTiHOIO pHUAAIOTE MaMa M cecTpa.
Ha mopBipi rosmocuts i npoknuuae CraiiHa cyciz-
Ka. BeanoMmiuHe, mpuHIDKEHE, 3TEPOPU30BAHE CEJIO
Iwtade y 6e3cuitiit mroTi # xaii.

S Boayxarocs B Ilel IUtad, CTUCKYo 3ybu I
IT'SICTyKY, OIIaHOBYI0 coboro. Ha MeHe IMBUTHCS 3
ikoHn Boxxa Matu. Ta caMma, 1110 3BOpYyIIMJIa I1OJIb-
CBbKOI'0 BOSIK3, 1 1 Ay 3a moMivuto o Hel. 3 MmonuTt-
BOIO IIPUXOOUTH CHOKiN. [IpUXoOuTh BIIEBHEHICTE,
III0 HIiYOTO HE CTAHETHCS, 1110 BOHA 0O0OPOHUTH HaCc.

Bupimyro nokuHyTuU ceno. Bbupatocs y Bce, 1o
TiTBKM MOXy BOpatu Ha cebe. Tak camo Bpsrawo i
IOHI0. 3aBUBaEMOCS y IIPOCTUPA/IA, AKi CIY>XUTH-
MYTb SIK ITepeB’sI3KY Ha BUITQ/JOK IIOPAHEHHS i BUXO-
Mo 3 goMy. CTapeHbKi 6aThbKU 3aJIMIIAIOTECS, 60...
“sK cero, Tak i Mu. Xiba Hac 3B'sDKYTH, TOZI II0iziemMo”.

Ha pmoposi He xouyTh mpomycTuTu. Hikomy He
BIJIBHO BUITH i3 cena! Kaxy, 1o My 110 OpixaxXi g0
MocrTiB. Mymy npuroTtyBaTu Xj1i6a Ha Buisg, ITomns-
CbKa MoBa Ta, MabyTh, Mill KOXYX IIEPeKOHYIOTH

Miraculously, mama fled Zakerzonnja. She took me with her.
The Curzon Line is the reason why we became Canadians.

Seeking Refuge from the Forced
Resettlement: On the Run

I run out of the room and give free reins to my tears. My
little daughter follows. We weep. We weep as we have
never wept before in total, hopeless despair. Something
is cracking; something is letting go in our hearts.

I curse the despised Communist system that will send
me “voluntarily” to a slow death; that will “voluntarily”
take away my child and family; and that “voluntarily”
forces me to perjure my soul.

Through the wall I can hear my mother and sister Kal-
yna weeping. On the street, the neighbour is wailing and
cursing Stalin. The sounds of agonizing pain are rising
all around me. The entire village is overwhelmed with
helpless rage and despair.

I tune into this human agony. I clench my teeth, my
fists, and I calm down. The Virgin Mary icon is looking
down at me from the wall. It’s the same icon that moved
the Polish soldier to spare us from an execution.

Again, I go to her for help. With prayer comes peace
and a conviction that nothing bad will happen. She will
protect us and somehow all will be well. And it is at that
very moment that I decide to leave the village.

I put on everything I can possibly wear—two dresses,
blouses, skirts, sweaters—then a jacket and coat in order
to avoid carrying bundles that might raise the enemy’s
suspicion. I do the same with the little one. I tie sheets
under the garments—to use as bandages should we get
wounded—and we walk out of the house.

My parents stay behind.

“We are part of the village,” they rationalize. “Let them
bind us and carry us out. Otherwise we won’t go.”

Reaching the main road, we are not allowed to pass.
No one is allowed to leave the village!

“I'm going to Mosty Village for some yeast. | must bake
bread for the repatriation,” I declare in confident Polish to
the patrol.

Was it my city accent or the fur coat that persuaded
the soldier to let us pass?

Tiutia and [ walk quickly. We don’t look back. Frantic-
ally, I murmur the Hail Marys begging the Virgin to allow
us to proceed ahead.

The mud pastes the soles of our boots to the native
land. It does not want to let go. Every step feels like we're
ripping ourselves away from its body. The exertion is
overpowering. >
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BOSIKA, i BiH MeHe mporryckae. Mmemo mBuiKo, He
03Mparo4uch, mob He 3aBepHyNIH, ajle pimHe 60I10-
TO IEepXXUTH IIYIIKO 3a 406OTH i KOXXKHUI KPOK CTae
TSDKKUAM 3YCUIISIM.

3a cejoM B3[OBX IIOTITOBUX pENOK IIPOHU-
3y€ IIOBITps IycTa CTpUISHUHA. YepBOHI IIOJISKUA
Iictanu nmucta Bif YTIA, 11106 mobpe 3axoBanucs i He
TepopU3yBaJIX JIofeli, 60 BOHU UeKaloTh y 60i0oBii
TOTOBHOCTi I 0DOPOHUTHMYTH CBOI ITOKPUBIKEHI
POOVHMN.

CoHiIle BXe ciso, sk MU BBivnuIu B ['pebiHChKUI
JIlic, 10 IBOX TofuHax xoAy. CMepTelIbHO 3My4YeHa
IOHS npiboTisia 3Mep3IUMHU, TTEPEMOKIMMHU HiXKa-
MM i 3a)xypeHo MoByYaJa. [Tinuim Big 6ab1i i 3abynu
B3sTH XJ1iba. HaliBaxxnuBinie — ge cliaTuMeMo My-
4uJIO 11 MaJIEeHbKY, 3aCKOPO ITOCTaplly FOJIiBKY.

Bpas Hamri cepus 3aBMUparoTh. [JoHSI KUHYJIA-
cs A0 MeHe 1 3aTpeMTiia. JIicoM IIpOKOTUBCS PO3-
NYKJIWBUN KPUK XiHKU. Brimspko. banseHsko. Pas,
BIpyre, a IIOTIM TOJIOCHIIle, aXX IEpeNIloB y Jie-
MeHT. Y1 IOJISKU 3JIOBAJIM KOI'OCh 1 3HACUIIYIOTBH?
BbuBaroTs? CTpalllHa LyMKa IIPOHU3YE MO30K.

1 mpuropraro OUTHHY, 3aBMUpaAl0 1 CiIyxalo.
To Ha I'pebinchkoMy LBUHTapi. [os0c 3HaANIOMUIAL.
JTeBumxa! Moxe, 110ch cTanocs? Tpeba JomoMorTu.

Bixy B Hampsmi nBuHTaps. CroBinbHAI0. Bauy,
1[I0 cTapa >KiHKa JIEMeHTYe€ Ilepel] 3aUMHEeHUMU BO-
piThbMU KJIaZIOBUIILA, TOBYE TOJIOBO0 06 IITaxeTu U
KBUJNTH: “OH, TaTOUYKY PigHUM, O, MOST MaMOYKO!
Hasimo By Hac Ha cBiT nopopgunu? Yu Bu cobi my-
MaJy, 9u BU co0i rayrany, ik BU Hac Ha CBIT POIWIIH,
III0 HaC TaKa HeOoJIs, Take HellacTs cIriTkae? O,
6ymyTh Bamli IOiTH II0 CBiTi mOJNEHbKU IIYKAaTH, I10
X116 pyKy IIpoCTAraTH.

A Bamti oHykM po36irmuce 110 cBiTi, ik OUKi 3Bipi.
Bo)xoro COHIIsI He BUASTH, HouaM 61yKaroTh. Bari
CTapl CTpixu HMiAyTh 3 OUMOM. Ballle mojie 3apocrte
TpaBoio. XTo  To 6yZe Ballli MOTrVIIN IIWJIBHYBATH,
Otue Hawm BimMoBaATU? Byle Ha HUX BOPOT TSDK-
Kuii xypmoby macrtu!”

JKiHKa 3 HeJTI0ICbKUM JIEMEHTOM TOBYe T0JI0BOIO
B IIITaXeTH 1 3aJlaMye€ PyKMu B posmaui. [oMiH Hece
JIicoM KpUK 3paHeHOl y caMme ceplie JIIOAUHU.

Yy BiAryKHeThCS Jic?..

3aBepTaro Ha AOPOry OO Ceja, a 3a MHOIO IIe
ILOBIrO UyeThCsI KpUK: “Oif, TATOYKY, Y1 BU He Ka3aJlH,
1110 )KUBi OyILyTh MepTBUM 3aBUAyBaTU?”

Ypusok i3 Cnomurie Hamanii Jleonmoasuy Bawyx (Hama Jlerko)
Kuis, 1999 BudaHHs xypHary [Tam'asme Cmoaim

CnomuHu sutiwau noiscvkor mosor Kpakis, Ioavwa 2020
i sulioyms aHaiticbKoto 8 Kpauji OHI.

Beyond the village our journey along the railway
tracks is accompanied by a steady gunfire. It's not aimed
at us. The UPA is signaling that it is battle ready. It’s giv-
ing notice to the Red Poles to behave decently and not to
terrorize the people. It will defend its families from yet
another injustice slapped on them.

The sun had already set when we entered the Hrebinky
forest after a two-hour excruciatingly difficult walk. The
little one has plodded along in soaked boots. Now, her feet
are ice cold. She is totally exhausted. Throughout the es-
cape she has been worrying that we had left Babtsiya!
behind and did not bring any bread. She whimpers that
she’s hungry. And where we will sleep? All these matters
burdened her too-soon-matured little head.

Suddenly we freeze. The child lurches at me. She’s
trembling. The forest is slashed with a woman’s scream.
Close by. Very close.

Once. Then again. And again, but this time louder as
the scream turns into a steady wail.

Terrifying thoughts bombard my mind.

Have the Poles captured someone? Are they raping?
Murdering?

I clutch the child, hold my breath, and listen.

The desperate sounds are coming from the graveyard.
The voice is familiar. Levchykha! She needs help!

I dart toward the cemetery pulling the child.

We slow down to see the old woman kneeling at the pad-
locked gate of the ancient burial grounds. She is beating her
head against the wrought iron gate and lamenting in agony.

“Oh, my dear father, oh my dear mother. Why, oh why,
did you bring us into this world? Did you know, did you
even think when you were birthing us that such misfor-
tune, such horrors, would befall us? Ahhhh. Ahhhh! Your
children must flee, wander off into the world looking for
their destiny, begging with outstretched hands for a piece
of bread. Your grandchildren scatter throughout the world
like wild beasts. They do not see the light of God’s day; they
stumble through the nights. Your dear old thatched roofs
are going up in smoke. Your wheat fields will grow over
with weeds. Who, oh who, will tend your graves? Who will
say the Our Father over them? Oh God! The wicked enemy
will let cattle graze upon the sacred ground. Ahhhh!”

The woman is writhing on the ground making low, sub-
humansounds. Thensherisesandagain, hammersherhead
again against the gate in unspeakable despair. Her hands reach
for the sky. She intertwines the fingers of both hands as if
hoping to break them in immeasurable grief and supplication.

The forest carries the pain of this mortally wounded
human being. Will the forest respond?

1 Babtsiya - grandmother
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The Human Heart

fter countless conversations and a great
deal of prayer, at the end of my day I final-
ly lie down to sleep, and I am taken to a
place in my heart that leaves me perplexed.
It disturbs me. As I close my physical eyes it seems
someone is holding open the eyelids of my heart.
Why do I even bother trying to clear my mind at
this point? I can't dismiss the expressions on the faces
of those in Ukraine who are numb. I conclude that
my heart is striving to helplessly empathize with the
experiences of my brothers and sisters in Ukraine.
That’s when the words of a song come to mind, to
help me name the numbness:

“All the things I love are impossible to hold.
Memories, like leaves on trees, are falling away.
Most of all, the glow of the smiles of those
I know...
Is there some way to explain how the heart
holds so much pain since that’s where
laughter, truth, and love are found?”

Then the undeniable silent voice of the Holy Spirit
places on my heart yet another prayer:

By TBishop Bryan J. Bayda, CSsR

“Mother of God, please take my hand as I willingly en-
ter into the mystery of the Human Heart that you accepted
when you helplessly stood beneath the cross where your
innocent Son was unjustly beaten and killed. I stand there
with you now as you look upon those you mystically em-
brace in Ukraine as you held your Son. Feeling helpless in
so many ways, we enter the mystery of the Human Heart
and discover mercy. Is this what it means to have a sword
pierce your heart? The only thing that helps me remain
here is that you are here with me. Teach me how to em-
brace others with the heart God gave me. Then help me give
this—my broken heart—to God as you have done so many
times, again, and again, and again.”

The song continues:

“Sharing our ‘good-byes’ said mostly with our eyes,
share what’s in a heart so thin it is breaking.”

Then my prayer continues:

“Mary, Mother of God, as you have helped me, may I be
blessed to profess what I may not understand, the mystery
of the human heart that holds so many things at once. May I
comfort someone as you have comforted me tonight. Amen.”

Prayer fofilUkraine

boxxe Benukui, eauHum,
Ham Ykpainy xpaHu,
Boni i cBiTY NpomiHHAM
Tu ii ociHm. Ty yii osiny.
CBiT/IOM HayKM i 3HaHHS
Hac, pitel, npocsity,

B uuncTiit ntoboBi fo kpato,
Tv Hac, boxe, 3pocTm.

Nas, ditey, prosvity,

Monumocs, boxe eanuHui,
Ham Ykpainy xpaHu,

Bci cBoi nacku 1 weppotH
Tw Ha ntop, HaLw 3BepHM.

Ha# fiomy BOsItO, AaM MOMY OOJIIO,
Jai pobporo cBiTy, WacTs,
Han, boxe, Hapony

| MHOraga, MHoraa niTa.

Dai, Bozhe, narodu
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Bozhe velykyi, yedynyi,
Nam Ukrainu khrany,
Voli i svitu prominniam,

Svitlom nauky i znannia

V chystii liubovi do kraiu,
Ty nas, Bozhe, zrosty.

Molymos’, Bozhe yedynyi,
Nam Ukrainu khrany,

Vsi svoi lasky y shchedroty,
Ty na liud nash zverny.

Dai yomu voliu, dai yomu doliu,
Dai dobroho svitu, shchastia,

I mnohaia, mnohaia lita.

Great and Almighty Lord,

Save Ukraine for us,

Bless her with freedom and light
You are her holy light.

With the light of learning and knowledge
Enlighten, us, your children,

In love pure and everlasting for country
You, oh Lord, make us to grow.

We pray, oh Almighty Lord,

Save Ukraine for us,

All of your kindnesses and bounties,
Turn to our people oh Lord.

Grant us freedom, grant us a blessed future
Grant us a good world, happiness

God bless your people with

Many, many years!
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Day 22

“But when we speak of our
homeland, our Ukraine, which is
standing, which is fighting, | see
before my eyes the image of a
woman. A woman as a symbol
of Ukraine...”

Patriarch Sviatoslav’s message of March 17, 2022

Glory to Jesus Christ!
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ!

Today it is 17 March 2022 here and we are experien-
cing already the twenty-second day of war. We are be-
ginning the fourth week of this great, horrible, and un-
just aggression against Ukraine.

But every morning I am able to tell you that Ukraine
is standing, Ukraine is fighting. As our national anthem
states, “Ukraine’s glory and freedom has not perished!
Still upon us, O Ukrainians, fate shall smile!”

But when we speak of our homeland, our Ukraine,
which is standing, which is fighting, I see before my eyes
the image of a woman. A woman as a symbol of Ukraine.
A woman who bears the unbearable burden of war, who
amid the grief of death keeps vigil over life. A woman
who builds and defends the future.

Every day when we talk to people who come to our
parishes, especially in Kyiv, Kharkiv, Zaporizhia, Odesa,
we see first of all women. Women who care for the elder-
ly and feed their children. When we care for our people
who are hiding in bomb shelters, we see first of all women.
The woman is the symbol of the strength and courage of
Ukraine. Perhaps it seems odd: courage and woman.

It used to be that courage was always associated with
a man, but here we see the female strength that gives
Ukraine hope.

Ukraine is a Woman

In the Ukrainian language, our country’s name, Ukraine

Is a feminine noun. It's a HER. A woman. A mother.

A keeper of the house warmth. A matriarch.

She is kind and warm—but becomes a fierce fury

When someone messes up with her. Like a mother

Protecting her child—ruthless, fearless, ever so
Strong.

She fights with such power you could never have

Expected from someone so tender, so gentle, so

Loving. She fights when she has to—even though she
Doesn’t enjoy it.

AllL I can say is—Ukraine is no damsel in distress.

She is a warrior.

From Facebook

Today we especially give thanks and pray for our
girls, our women in the Armed Forces of Ukraine who
today with arms in hand, defend their homeland.

Today we especially empathize, we especially
think about and pray for the women who are victims
of this war in occupied territories. In our villages in
the Kyiv region, women are becoming the first vic-
tims of the occupation, victims of violence, victims
of humiliation, victims of rape.

An image has circulated throughout the world of
the so-called “Kyivan Madonna,” a young woman who
is breastfeeding her newborn child on the steps of a
bomb-shelter in Kyiv. But we are beholding today the
face of women who are forced to flee her homeland
with her children and travel abroad. Today we hear
about more than three million refugees.

Until this time, Europe, especially Italy, has seen
women who travelled for work. The Holy Father called
them heroines who once more brought the Christian
faith and Christian values to Italian families. Today
Europe has seen mothers who hold their children by
the hand, rescuing them from war, but their parents
turn back to defend their land with arms.

Who can fully comprehend the pain of a woman,
a mother, who mourns the death of her son killed in
war? Or a woman who has lost her husband, brother,
or sister? But most of all we are amazed by women
who stand in prayer before God. Women who are like
the Kyiv Oranta, the Unshakeable Wall, who day and
night with upraised arms prays for her city, prays for
her country.

Today the woman is the symbol of hope for
Ukraine, a symbol of fearlessness, a symbol of vic-
tory of life over death, a symbol of the fact that
Ukraine will stand even through such inhumane cir-
cumstances. Today we pray to the Immaculate Virgin
Mary preparing for this consecration of Ukraine and
Russia and her Immaculate Heart, which Pope Fran-
cis announced. We would like to dedicate women and
the women of Ukraine to the protection of the Im-
maculate Theotokos.

May the blessing of the Lord be upon you through
His grace and love for humankind, always, now and
ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Glory to Jesus Christ!
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Trusting Jesus is the Key
to A New Life

“God saw everything that He had made, and indeed,
it was very good.” (Gen. 1:31)

God is the creator of all that is seen and unseen. It is proven that
the energy does not appear out of nowhere and can’t disappear. It
is in a closed space. It can move from one place to another while
changing. God created everything, and everything was very good.
But it is only good when everything is permeated by His creative
power, or His presence. Everything that loses God falls to pieces.
The energy that loses God becomes destructive. Sin is a destruc-
tive energy that has destroyed the ages, and those who have lived
in them. Thoughts, feelings, and the action that follows is a power-
ful energy that can be either creative or destructive. Man, in trans-
gressing God’s commandment, did something that was deprived
of God’s presence. The energy of this act brought death. Man did
not give his deed to God, but, rather frightened, hid. That means
that destructive energy began to grow. Cain later kills Abel, brother
kills his own brother. Shortly afterwards, Lamech kills a child and
says: “Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech seventy and
sevenfold” (Gen. 4:24). The destructive force of human sins has
avalanched into our lives to this day. Only with the coming of the
Son of God into our world, His crucifixion and resurrection, do we
have the opportunity to give Him our destructive energy with which
we are born, and which accompanies us all the time.

People in their prayer mainly express their needs to God, but
they still live with resentment and bitterness. They are often sur-
prised that God has not answered their prayers. They do not think
that their whole being is consumed by the destructive force that
destroys those around them. Their healing will begin after their de-
liverance from the destructive power that must be given to Jesus
to make room for God’s healing grace. This grace is ready to be
poured in us, because the Son of God has come for this purpose.
We need to put it into prayer. For example: “‘Jesus, | give all my de-
structive energy, which from the beginning was destroying me, into
Your hands.” This prayer is especially effective.when we are near
the Crucifix or when we think about the Crucifixion:

Through our true faith, all destructive power passes to Christ and
disappears in Him. “He who believes in me transforms from death
to life,” says the Saviour. His wounds take away all our destructive
energy. If we don’t trust Him and keep it in, it acts, turning into vari-
ous diseases of body, soul, and spirit. Through forgiveness, every-
one has the opportunity to find new life that will bring joy, peace,
and hope. They will be imbued with the Divine presence by giving
to Jesus their destructive energy. Then they will understand the Will
of God, and life will become a real gratitude to be heard in Heaven.
The sacred mystery of Confession is the place where we are trans-
formed by the power of God’s grace.

» The Heart of Christ is the Source of vital force for the world.

» In order to comprehend the Divine treasures, it is necessary to
give oneself completely to the life of God.

« The desert reveals the truth.

o The desert frees us from the past.

o The desert rethinks the present.

o The desert makes it possible to understand the future.

o The desert is like a nut with a shell and a healing grain inside.

« The desert teaches to wait and grow in patience.

« The desert makes you trust.

« The desert cleanses because it is clean. Jesus sanctified the
desert.

Printed with permission: Fr. Porphyrius, OSBM. 70 Days of Known
and Unknown Trails of the Holy Land. — Ivano-Frankivsk, 2020.

[loBipa 00 Icyca — 3anopyka
HOBOIO XUTTH

‘I no6aums bor yce, Lo CTBOPUB:
i BOHO 6ys10 ayxe gobpe” (byrrs 1: 31).

Bor € 1BOpUEM yCbOro BugMmoro i Hesuammoro. CtBepannu, LWo
E€Hepris He NOSABAAETLCA Hi3BIOKN | HE BIAXOAUTb B HiKyAW, BOHa B
3aMKHEHOMY MPOCTOPI, MOXEe NepexoamnTn 3 OAHOro Micus B iHLe,
3MiHoO4YMChb. Bor ctBopwmB, i Bce 6yno ayxe nobpe. Ta ue toai
no6pe, Konu Bce NpoHUKHyTe Moro TBopuyoto cunoto, abo Moro
npucyTHicTio. Bee, wo BTpavae bora — pyriHyeTbes. Toai ckaxkemo,
O eHepris, gka BTpavae bora, cta€ pynHiBHOtO. [pix — Le pynHiB-
Ha eHeprid, 9Ka HULLUTb BiKW | TUX, LLO B HUX XXUBYTb. [IlyMKU, MO4YyT-
TS, 3 AKX BUNIMBAE BUNHOK, € BE/IMHE3HOIO EHEPFIEID, MOXe ByTU
SIK TBOPYOO, TaK i HULWiBHOO. JllognHa, nepectynmBLlin boxy 3a-
noBigb, 3pobuna wochk, Wwo 6yno nosbasneHe Boxoi NpUCyTHOCTI.
EHepria uboro BUnHKy npuHecna cMepTtb. JlrogmHa He Bigaana i€l
eHepril, TobTo cBOro BUNHKY borogi, ane, 3n9kaBLUmMCb, CXxoBanacs.
Lle 3HauuThb, WO pynHiBHA eHepria novana 3poctaTtu. [isHiwe KaiH
B6vBaEe ABeng, 6paT 6pata. Tpoxun 3rogom Jlamex — AUTUHY i roBo-
puThb: “dk 3a KaiHa 6yna Bcemepo nomcTa, To 3a J/lamexa B cimaecaTt
cim pasiB” (ByTta 4:24). PynHiBHa cvna vyepes MoacbKi rpixm niwna
B IXHE XMUTTA NABUHOIO A0 CbOrOAHILUHLOrO AHSA. TiNbKK 3 NpuUXxo-
[OM Y Hal cBiT Boxkoro CviHa, Mloro po3m’aTTa i BOCKPECiHHS, MU
MaEMO MOX/MBICTb BiaAaTV MoMy Hallly pyiiHiBHY eHeprilo, 3 KO0
MW HAPOAXKYEMOCS | BECb Yac BOHa CYyNpOBOAUTb HaC.

Jliogn y MmonuTBi NepeBaXkHO BUABNAIOTL Boroei cBoi morpe6u,
>XXMBYTb i3 AOPiKAHHAMM 1 06pa3amu Ta YacTo AMBYIOTbCS, Wo bor
HE BUPILWKB iXHiX 6naraHb. Asle BOHM HE 3aMUC/IIOIOTLCS WO BCe
IXHE ECTBO MOMMNHEHE PYMHIBHOIO CU/OID, IKa PYNHYE IXHIX 6MXK-
HiX. IXHE 0340POBIEGHHS MOYHETHCH MICA BU3BONEHHS 3 PYIHIB-
HOI cMAwn, SKy NOTRIGHO BigAaTh IcycoBi, Wo6 3BiNbHUTM Micue Ans
3uintotoyol boxol 6aaroaarti. BoHa rotosa BAMTUCA Y Hac, 60 Ans
uboro npuiwoB CuH Boxxun. Ham neT1pibHO BKNacTu ii B MONUTBY,
Hanpuknag: “Icyce, Bigaato Tobi BCIO MO0, pPyMHIBHY €Heprito, ka
pyMHYyBana MeHe Big no4aTtky, Bigaato y TBOi pyku”. Monntea oco-
6/MBO fi€, Konwu cToiMo nig Po3n’aTTam, abo yABNAEMO NOro.

Yepes Haly cnpaBXHIo Bipy Oyab-ska pyMHiBHa cvia nepexo-
antb Ao Xpucta i B HboMy 3HUKAE. “XTo BipUTb y MeHe, nepexoantb
BiA cMepTi y xutTa”, — MoBUTbL Cnacutens. Moro paHu 3a6upatoThb
YCIO Hallly pynHiBHY eHeprilo. XTo Mlomy He gosipsie | Tpumae Ti B
co6i, Toai BOHa Ai€, NepeTBOPIOOYNCE Y PIBHOMaHITHI XBOpobu Tina,
oywi i gyxa. KoxHa ntognHa yepes NpoLleHHs i BiaaaHHA |cycoBi
PYMHIBHOI CBOEI eHeprii B Pi3HOMAHITHUX APOSBaX MAE MOXU-
BiCTb BiAHANTU HOBE XUTTS, Ke NMPUHECE 1 pagicTb, MUP i Hagito, i
6yne NpoHUKHEHe BoXxxecTBEHHOK MPUCYTHICTIO, | 3a4yMOM LWOAO
Hel. Togi BoHa 3po3yMie Bonto Boxy, i XXntrs i cTaHe cnpaBXXHbOO
BOSYHICTIO, AKy noyytoTb y Hebi. CBATa TariHa CnoBiai € TMM Mmic-
LeM B SKOMY MU nepeMiHioeMocsa cunoto boxoi 6naroaari.

« Cepue XpuctoBe [>xepeno XUTTEBOI CMAWN ANS CBITY.

o LLlo6 ocarHytn BoxecTBeHHI ckapbu, HEOOXIAHO MOBHICTIO
nogapyBaTu CBOE XMUTTS bory.

« [lyctend BigkpuBaE npasay.

« [lyctens BU3BONSE 3 MUHYOIO.

o [lyctens nepeocMmnCIoE TeNepILLHE.

o [lycTens ga€ MOXNMUBICTb 3PO3YMITV MaNBYTHE.

o [lyctensa, 9k ropix, AKUI Ma€ wKapanyny, a BcepeauHi —
LinioLle 3epHo.

o [lycTtenda BUNTb YekaTu i 3pocTaTv B TepnesiMBocCTi.

« [lycTens 3actaBnge€ AOBIPATH.

o [lycTtens oumwiae, 60 cama € YMCTOIO. IcyCc OCBATUB NycTento.

O. lNopoupiv, YCBB. 70 OniB Binomumu i HeBigomumun Ctexkamm
CeaTtoi 3emni. — IBaHo-®paHkicbk, 2020.



